
Complete with
monocle, physical
farce returns to the
Hood River stage

By KIRBY NEUMANN-REA
News editor

The next CAST play provides
more derring-do and devilish deeds
than you can shake a stuffed duck
at.

“Bullshot Crummond” rides
again on stage at CAST Feb. 7-16. It
will be the third production since
1978.

David Fox plays the detective
with the nose for intrigue (as well

as bad disguises and remarkably
good timing) — Capt. Hugh “Bull-
shot” Crummond — in a role he’s
wanted to play for more than 10
years.

With its swordfights, fisticuffs,
wild escapes and even a car crash,
it’s a highly physical role.

“It is cardio-intensive,” said Fox,
who already has numerous bruises
on his arms and legs from the rig-
ors of Bullshot. Fox, an Odell or-
chardist, has been in numerous
CAST productions including
“Twelfth Night.”

Early in the show, Crummond’s
ham-handed interrogation of a
hapless waiter (Gregory Baisden)
is a slapstick smorgasbord, with
Fox pulling Baisden’s hair, slap-
ping his head, throwing him to the

ground and putting him in a head-
lock.

Tom Butler, complete with
shaven head and monocle, portrays
Crummond’s archenemy, Baron

Otto von Brunno. Traci Johnson
gives the full femme fatale treat-
ment to Lenya von Brunno, and
Baisden is all pith and bluster as
Bullshot’s trusted friend Algy.

Jake Camp makes quick-changes
between such diverse characters as
the dimwit village constable and

the elderly Professor Benton, who
the von Brunnos kidnap in

order to learn the secret of
synthetic diamond making.

Megan Farrell rounds
things out as the lovely
Rosemary, who winds
up in a virtual
cliffhanger with Bull-
shot in the race to
save her father from
the treacherous
clutches of the von
Brunnos.

“This one is for
fun,” said director
Lynda Dallman, who
directed the show in
1978 at Hood River
Valley High School.
“There’s no redeeming

social value, no big
message here. The other

thing it does is stretches
the technical expertise of

the crews.”
“I’m super excited to do this

play,” Fox said. “In winter, we like
to do comedies, to relieve the dark
days, and this is one of the funniest
plays to be put on in a long time.”

“At the same time as it is funny
and fun, it’s also difficult,” said
Dallman.

HRVHS staged the play again in
2002, under the direction of Rachel
Harry, HRVHS drama teacher.

“I had tried out for the show and
was really bummed when I didn’t
get a part,” Fox said about the high
school production. “I was really
glad when the opportunity came up
again, because that was my senior
year. This is awesome. I’m having a
blast.”

(See sidebar for historical notes
on the 1978 and 2002 productions.)

“The humor of the play is not
only the melodramatic good vs.

evil, but the attempt to recreate big
effects with limited means,” Dall-
man said.

“With the sound and lighting ef-
fects, basically trying to recreate
what you see in films on stage, it
adds to the humor, because they are
mock-ups,” she said.

Fox said, “It’s more about what
they (the crews) pull off than what-
ever we (the actors) do.”

Kathy Crow designed the light-
ing with Anastasia Taylor creating
the sound and stage effects. Jeff
Cook is technical director. Joanie
Thomson runs the light boards.

Technical preparation began in
December, as there are more than
100 props used by six principal ac-
tors who fill 23 characters.

Please see BULLSHOT, Page B2

‘Crummond is on to us!
Meddling fool of an

Englishman— still with
a nose for intrigue.’

OTTO VON BRUNNO, VILLAIN
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The 2002 production involved
one of the strangest, and scariest,
theatrical incidents in Hood River
theater history.

One of the performances was
cut short when actor Hans Sev-
erinsen, as Crummond, bit on his
clay pipe and a piece got lodged in

his throat, choking him. One more
show was canceled but Severinsen
recovered and continued the run.

“It’s not much of a stretch to see
how that could happen,” said this
year’s Crummond, David Fox.
“I’ve got bruises on my knees
from sliding across the stage, and

there are lots of times when I’m
breathing hard or dizzy from get-
ting spun around.”

Peter Dallman, who designed
sets for the current production,
played Professor Fenton in 1978.

— Kirby Neumann-Rea

“Bullshot Crummond” runs Feb.
7-9 and Feb. 14-16 at 7:30 p.m. and
Feb. 16 at 2 p.m, at Columbia Center
for the Arts (CCA), Third and Cas-
cade.
Tickets: $15 for adults; $12 for

students and seniors 62 and over;
$10 for groups of 10 or more.
Purchase at Waucoma Bookstore,

CCA, or online at: columbiaarts.org

More ‘Bullshot’ fun:
� On opening night, show your

ticket and get 10 percent off dinner
that night at Waucoma Club, next to
the Arts Center.

� The Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14)
performance will include a cake raf-
fle, “romantic gift basket auction”
and “tower of cupcakes” at inter-
mission.

Tickets and other jolly detailsThe strange case of ‘Bullshot’ at HRVHS in 2002

IN CIRCLE at left: Algy (Gregory Baisden) on the case, Rosemary (Megan Farrell) extends a hand to Crummond, and Jake
Camp as the rumpled Professor Fenton. Above: Otto von Brunno schemes with Lenya. Below, the villains trap Crummond in
a paralyzing forcefield, and Algy helps Crummond collect evidence.

GOOD V. Evil: Bullshot (David Fox) faces the villainy of monocled
Otto von Brunno (Tom Butler) and the sultry Lenya (Traci Johnson).

Photos by Kirby Neumann-Rea
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Oregon Physicians for So-
cial  Responsibility an-
nounces the fifth annual
Greenfield Peace Writing
Scholarship, sponsored by
Oregon PSR and named for
Del Greenfield, our first ex-
ecutive director. Any 11th or
12th grade high school stu-
dent in Oregon may enter by
submitting an original essay,
poem, or narrative work
(maximum 600 words) re-
flecting on the following
question: 

“The Hanford Nuclear
Reservation, on the Colum-
bia River, was a major nu-
clear weapons production fa-
cility. It is where the plutoni-
um was developed for the
atomic bomb dropped on Na-

gasaki, and it is now consid-
ered the most toxic site in the
Western Hemisphere. Why
does Hanford matter?” 

Submissions may be sent
by email (preferred) or postal
mail and are due by Friday,
March 8, 2013. A panel of
judges comprised of  noted
authors and distinguished
community members will se-
lect the three winning en-
tries. The first prize winner
will receive a scholarship
award of  $1,000, the second
$750 and the third $500. 

Oregon PSR will host an
awards ceremony on Friday,
May 3rd at the Ecotrust
Building in Portland at
which the three winners will
be honored. 

The awards will be given
as part of  the opening recep-
tion for the Particles on the
Wall art and literature exhib-
it, which deals with the his-
toric consequences of  the

nuclear age and Hanford, in
particular. 

Visit the organization’s
website at oregonpsr.org for
more information and entry
forms.

By TRISHA WALKER
Mid valley correspondent

Vendors are being sought
for the upcoming Blossom
Craft Show, April 20-21 at the
Hood River County Fair-
grounds in Odell. Ap-
plications are online
at hoodriverfair.org. 

�

The Odell Garden
Club’s annual Tea
Party will be held
Feb. 12. This year’s
theme is “Tea Pots on
Parade.” Those inter-
ested in joining are
welcome to attend — club
president Norma Curtis says
the tea party is a great way to
meet members, Mt. Hood
District officers and state of-
ficers. RSVP to Curtis at nl-
curtis@hrecn.net or 541-386-
6635.

�

Mid Valley Elementary
will hold its annual Art Week
Feb. 5-8. Students will be
spending half  of  each day
working with a chosen artist

or on a special activi-
ty. One parent per
artist  is  needed;
those wishing to vol-
unteer are asked to
call Principal Dennis
McCauley or Peggy
Kelter at 541-354-1691.

�

Odell Little League
sign-ups will be held

Feb. 5 and 7 at Mid Valley El-
ementary from 6-8 p.m. Cost
is $45 per child between the
ages of  5-12, and a birth cer-
tificate is required at time of
registration.

Volunteer coaches are
needed, as is “anyone inter-
ested in helping in other
areas,” says chair Machel
Rivera. For more info or to
volunteer, contact Rivera at
Mejriva@aol.com.

Odell Little League now
has a Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/pages/O
dell-Little-League.

�

Do you have news of  the
middle valley? Send it to Tr-
isha Walker at twalk-
er@hoodrivernews.com or
call her at 541-386-1234.
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“The complexity of  it is
fun,” Dallman said.

Between the slapstick, spe-
cial effects and quick cos-
tume changes, “it is fun and
funny but there is an art to
what we are pulling off,”
Dallman said, acknowledg-
ing the interplay of  music,
sound, lights and set pieces.

“Then there is the acting,
which in farce is tricky be-
cause of  timing,” she said.

“We have a new sound sys-
tem and a new lighting
board, so we now have the
technical capability to do a
lot of  this,” Dallman said. 

BULLSHOT
Continued from Page B1
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LIGHTING and sound crew members Anastasia Taylor, left, Joanie Thomson and Kathie Crow work on
their cues in the CAST lighting and sound booth.

Eli Culpepper
A son, Eli Ian Emmett

Culpepper, was born Jan. 19,
2013, at Providence Hood
River Memorial Hospital to
David Culpepper and Andrea
Jack-Culpepper, of  Hood

River.
He weighed 6 pounds, 10

ounces and measured 20
inches.

Grandparents are Shirley
Culpepper, of  Prineville, and
Ian and Heather Jack, of  Bal-
leymoney, Northern Ireland.

Trisha Walker

Peace writing contest open to Oregon teens

The highly technical aspect of
“Bullshot” requires a large crew be-
hind the scenes. 

Assisting director Lynda Dallman,
technical director Jeff  Cook and mu-
sical director Bill Weiler are: stage
manager Lisa Roth Baisden, assistant
stage manager Adrian Chaton, pro-
duction coordinator Kathleen Mor-
row, set builder Peter Dallman, chore-
ographers Tony and Margaret Dall-
man, and prop masters Debbie Olson
and David Gross.

In addition, stage crew members

(and seasoned CAST actors) Emma
Spaulding, Andy Bell, Dell Charity,
Kim Robichaud, Kathleen Morrow
and Joe Garoutte present key props —
including a menagerie of  stuffed ani-
mals — as well as make set between
scenes. Meanwhile, Weiler provides
the music right on stage.

This show has an unusual crew
credit — namely “Fightmaster” —
that goes to Jonas Grosserhode, who
choreographed the swordfight scene,
among others.

“Bullshot Crummond” was written

by Ron House, Diz White, Alan Shear-
man, John Neville Andrews and
Derek Dunningham. 

Props for the “crazy comedy and
musical mayhem” of  “Bullshot” in-
clude authentic clothing, weaponry
and alcoholic beverage bottles of  the
period, combined with whimsically
realized set pieces that had to be man-
ufactured. 

Then there were the accents: Mimi
Macht served as dialect coach. Bruce
Ludwig does the dramatic voice-
overs.

‘Blackout. A car engine is heard’: behind the scenes in ‘Bullshot’

Birth

And Branches
By MAIJA YASUI

Life is a full-circle lesson

L
ife is a continuous circle of  change. Cele-
brations tend to focus on beginnings and
endings, albeit more than birth and death,
but still intermittent benchmarks along
that continuum. It is what happens in the

continuum of  change between those benchmarks
that represents the richness of  the journey.  

The older one becomes, the more life lessons
learned, which is why we turn to “elders” along the
way to mentor us, sharing their wisdom to keep us

from repeating past mis-
takes over and over again.
You can be an elder at the
age of  4, an older brother or
sister who knows which
things are No Nos in the
house, or at 5, 10 or 15 when
you can share with others
how to behave in the school
setting, or how to on the ball
field, or in church. You can
be an elder at any age, men-
toring others in their life
journey. We just need to tap

into the elder’s wisdom sooner, when details of  the
lesson learned are sharply focused, recent in occur-
rence, and applicable in the current setting.  

As a grandparent, some of  the lessons I learned
when parenting my children as infants, toddlers,
tween, teens and now new and experienced parents
are no longer applicable. In fact they are contrary
to current practices. We didn’t have car seats when
my kids were small. In fact, seat belts were just be-
ginning to come into use by adults. Cribs and play
pens were hand-me-downs from generations past, a
nod to recycling, with no concern over lead-based
paint or distance between the slats.

The new innovation during the 11-year span of
my children’s infancies was mesh sides to a
playpen, which I believe has now been outlawed
given the number of  little fingers that became en-
tangled in the string and dropped off  from lack of
circulation. I recall untangling my toddlers’ fingers
from the mesh, pink pudgy fingers sporting an odd
bluish cast, unconcerned about the lack of  circula-
tion, proud of  myself  for having the new improved
playpen, its soft sides preventing the head injuries
that were documented from falling against bars or
slats, or getting ones head stuck in the spaces. I
used a front baby sling to carry my infant against
my breast while I went about daily chores; those,
too, now outlawed for suffocating infants.

We had hard plastic seats that we placed our ba-
bies in upon the counter or table top. Who would
have thought that the wimpy plastic belts would
break, or the brittle plastic that held the metal
wires that served as the positioning legs would
break, sending your infant to the floor head first?

We always placed our baby on their stomach, so
if  they should spit up, it would not run down their
throat and suffocate them. We were told to rotate
them frequently so they wouldn’t develop a flat spot
on their skull that might restrict the formation of
their brain. Breast milk had given way to formula.
You were an old-school, stay-at-home mom support-
ing a “sexist pig” husband if  you breast fed. 

Times have changed. Now it is “Back to Sleep.”
Breast feeding has come back into favor, although it
too will circle out of  favor again if  we learn of  a
new formula that can prevent childhood diseases. If
a baby should have a misshaped skull they pop a
helmet on its head so it will form more evenly.  But
perhaps that, too, is no longer in vogue given the
warp speed that science marches forward. 

All of  this underscores the importance of
using mentors who have been trained in that which
is most relevant in the current time, place and
space that learners are functioning within. 

Elders can be younger than those they are teach-
ing. My children, even my grandchildren, have be-
come my mentors in many current situations. They
teach me how to secure an infant in a safely se-
cured car seat that is appropriate for the weight,
height and size of  the child. This is at least a col-
lege-level course for me growing up when you could
ride on the back “window seat” of  a sedan. Plus I
have the benefit of  having one of  the most dedicat-
ed, and accomplished car seat technicians in the
state, Joella Dethman, sitting in the office adjacent
to me.  

I have learned different nutritional information
based on when and what to introduce into the in-
fant’s diet from my children, and was recently lec-
tured by the 5-year-old about the new-sized portions
of  grains, fruits and vegetables for an adult’s opti-
mal health.

I am sure I never heard the word optimal when I
was 5, let alone been able to use it correctly. Out
with the food pyramid, declared ancient history; in
with the smaller dinner plate, different proportion
of  food groups and down-sized portions.  

Education is evolving at the same mind-boggling
speed as science. What we teach may not be as im-
portant as how we teach, and when we teach to get
the best outcomes. The outcomes we are seeking
evolve as well. Are we creating a better workforce, a
better parent, a better leader, a better consumer? 

All of  this in a climate where information itself
is proliferating astronomically and access to it is
becoming incredibly easy. The most difficult factor
at this point is determining what is factual, rele-
vant and meaningful in the learning process. 

How do we sort through information sites made
to appear factual but meant to mislead? Determin-
ing true or false, with an occasional multiple
choice, was about how complicated information got
when I was a child. Not a lot of  gray between the
black and white. There was right and wrong, and
little in between except excuses. 

The older I got, the more complicated life be-
came. I cannot fathom what it will be like for my
grandchildren as they progress through life. I can-
not mentor them in which information sites are
valid, when I don’t even know where to find the
ones they are exposed to.  I am less technologically
fluent than 5-year-old Cooper, his 3-year-old sisters,
or 2-year-old Aya, all of  whom are fluent in iPod
and cellphone apps. They know who is calling by
the music on the cellphone before they can read.  

If  I am to be a sage, an elder, a mentor, to those
around me this would be the advice that I would
share. Most of  it I was taught by my father, proba-
bly because they didn’t have kindergarten when I
started on my public education path.

Treat others as you would want to be treated. 
Seek knowledge throughout your life.
Learn to embrace change as change is one of

life’s constants.
Live as if  this is your first and last moment.
Live long enough, and life will come full circle. 
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