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Imagine hearing about an enemy attacking the United
States 3,000 miles away. All you know is what you see in
the headlines of the local newspaper … and dark, omi-

nous news reports on the radio. You are warned to be on the
lookout for enemy attackers who are lurking just off the coast …
60 miles away by road.

You scan the sky in search of bombers that might come inland
from aircraft carriers that took part in the vicious attack. 

Last week, you greeted your neighbors when you met them on
the street and asked how their children were doing in school. This
week, you look at them suspiciously wondering if one of them is
a spy or saboteur who is supporting the enemies who just at-
tacked without warning or provocation. You are relieved when
they are gathered together and removed to a location where they
can be monitored and prevented from aiding their relatives over
there. 

That was the situation then … they lived without 24-hour news
channels ... without cellphones, Facebook or internet. 

Immediately after the attack, people lived in fear.  What news
they received was heavily censored. We had never been in this sit-

uation before — all we had to rely on as to what to expect and
how to react was what we had seen in the newsreels showing Eu-
rope and Asia being overrun.

What can you do to help out? Men enlist or are drafted into the
armed forces to fight the enemy directly. But those left at home
— what can they do?

What Polk County and others all across the country did was to
share the burden. They began to volunteer to become sky watch-
ers. They collected, salvaged and turned in a myriad list of mun-
dane materials that were in short supply but were desperately
needed to continue the war. They supported the troops by help-
ing with morale boosting activities — sending care packages and
letters, organizing dances, knitting warm clothing items. 

They pitched in to cultivate and harvest crops that were in dan-
ger of going to waste due the farm help away in the armed serv-
ices. They took classes that prepared themselves to deal with
emergencies as first responders. They “cheerfully” dealt with the
annoyances of blackouts and rationing.

They did all this to help out in a time of need.
Would we do as well today?

Editorial for Home Front was submitted by the Polk County Historical Society.
A special thank you to these people at the PCHS:  Sonya Ely, Ann Gage, Jo Ann King, Gloria Klimczak,
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1145 SW Oakdale, Dallas • 503-623-5116
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We want to 
thank all 

the veterans and 
their families!
In God We Trust

All of us at 
L&L Equipment

Empowering People...One Home at a Time!
I don’t trust my dreams to just anyone, and I don’t 
expect you to either. That’s why I would like an 
opportunity to demonstrate my knowledge and 
ability, as well as earn your friendship and trust.
Showing I value your dreams as much as you do.

Committed, Energetic Service 

Sandra Paoli
Broker

503.580.0160

Windermere/Western View Properties
503.838.1141 office  ~  503.838.2334 fax

www.sandrapaoli.withwre.com

Support Your Local
Veterans.

Daryll’s 
Nursery

15770 W Ellendale Rd. 
Dallas • 503-623-0251

www.daryllsnursery.com

We
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You!
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History of agriculture in Polk County
Speech by Walter Leth (Farm Advisor),  March 14, 1974
Abstracted from transcribed oral history cassette at Polk County History Museum

The war period was kind of tough on us. We had a hard time
getting enough workers. We lined up all the women and all the
kids we could get, and then we imported 1,100 Mexicans during
that period. 

If you ever saw a thrill, seeing those Mexicans come and get
off the train out here past Eola a little ways, the train stopped and
all these Mexicans got off, and the kind of gear and everything
they had was a surprise.
When I was down at the
train to see them off, when
they went back to Mexico,
they all had nice new suit-
cases, all brand new hats
and good shirts, good
clothes and so on. It was
quite a different sight than
those that had gotten off
the train, because they
were so poor coming out of
Mexico. 

We almost had a riot out
here; it wasn’t our fault but
we got blamed for it. A gov-
ernment man that was sup-
posed to take care of
feeding them, because it
was on Friday, went back to
Portland Friday evening be-
cause he wasn’t supposed
to work Saturday or Sun-
day, and our job wasn’t to
feed them but to place
them with farmers. 

So, I had a fellow working
with me that was out of Kla-
math Falls. He went into In-

dependence and found a meat market there that let him have all
the meat we needed on the cuff, and we made chili and got a
bunch of tomatoes and got some women to help us, and we fi-
nally got those Mexicans fed. 

They thought we were the ones to blame — and we weren’t
supposed to feed them at all — and we got them set up for a cou-
ple of days until this fellow came back from his weekend vaca-

tion and took over again. But
this was a bureaucratic situ-
ation, and he could care less
about those people wanting
something to eat, and having
traveled on the train as long
as they had, they were pretty
hungry. 

At any rate, we recruited
enough people in the war pe-
riod so that we got enough
people to do 308,000 man
days of work — and that is an
awful lot of work. You can do
it when you have to. 

We had 29 new jobs
handed to us in our office
during that war period with
gas rationing, machine ra-
tioning, baling wire ra-
tioning, and all that kind of
thing to take care of. It is kind
of interesting that, at that
time, only 600 of the farms in
the county grew gardens and
during that war period, we
increased that to 1,100. We
had 1,300 city and town peo-
ple with gardens as well.  

Farm wage rates soar in
Oregon, top U.S. average

Definite indication of the demand for more hands on Oregon
Farms to harvest “food-for-victory” crops and help care for live-
stock is shown by data on wage rate increases in a recent review
of the agricultural situation, said L. R. Breithaupt O.S.C., exten-
sion agricultural economist. Specifically, farm wage rates were
approximately 50 percent higher in Oregon this year on July 1
than at the same date in 1941, and more than twice as high as the
five-year average from 1935 to 1939.

POW laborers
The last years of the war saw the arrival of prisoners of war to

work on Oregon farms. From 1944 to 1946, farmers could request
help from POW laborers held at six camps operated by the Army
in Oregon. Jackson, Benton, Polk, and Marion counties each had
one camp, while Malheur County had two camps. More than
3,500 prisoners, mostly Germans, worked in Oregon fields. In
1945, they harvested 3.8 million pounds of hops in the Willamette
Valley, and in Malheur County they were largely responsible for
the planting and harvesting of 7,500 acres of potatoes, 3,000 acres
of lettuce, and 3,500 acres of onions.
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Pull up stakes, Army told farmers
Little Dickie Kester thought the brightly colored stakes he

found driven into the ground on his parent’s farm were nifty.  
Carefully, the boy unearthed the sticks and loaded them into

his little wagon, then carried them proudly back to the barn as
playthings.  

The stakes were survey markers, placed there by government
men, mapping out the distances in what was soon to be the
Camp Adair cantonment.  

Whether or not the actions of Dick Kester caused the govern-
ment men any grief is unrecorded.

But the local farmers suffered plenty as the U.S. government
took away their land for the building of a training ground for sol-
diers.

Most of the land was restored after the war, but Camp Adair
still exists, just across the border in Benton County. 

(Itemizer-Observer — no date)

Do you want to tell me about Camp Adair and the effects of
that, that you remember? You are one of the very few that
bought the land back, aren’t you? Yes. The government put a
figure on it and you had to pay for it. You couldn’t find out if
they were going to take it or they wasn’t. One day I was pick-
ing prunes up there in September and a man said the gov-
ernment would give you this for your farm. 

Was it low? If it had been the year before, it would have
been alright, but things had started to look up and it was
actually a low figure, and we had to replace it. It was based
on the price the year before and everything went up, and
it’s been going ever since. That was in September, and I
was supposed to be off the first of October. They gave me
a couple of extensions because I had 10 days of prune har-
vest at that time and I had to find a place to move. I finally
bought a place south of Independence. I moved off of Camp
Adair the fourth of December and between the sixth and the
15th, they started firing the big guns so I had to get off. I
bought that and farmed, and I bought several more pieces
of ground around there and bought this one back, and five
years ago I leased everything I had and moved to town, I
bought this place here. 

Was it hard to farm the area when you bought it back?
Were there a lot of shells? No, oddly they had the safety area
around the outside and that place was just inside the line.
For a long time it looked like it was going to go all around
the place, and they took that and a little more with it. There
were fox holes in there, and all the fences and telephone lines
and power lines — they were down, taken out. The buildings
were shot out and wrecked until there wasn’t any use for
them. They were down here about half a mile with machine
guns and just shot right inside the house. There was a target
out in the field. There were bullet holes all over the side of the
house. We didn’t find any shells there. 

Did you tear the house down then? No, I left it there, and I left
it there for a reason. That shows a home site that has never been
farmed. With all the rules and regulations they have now, I could
definitely prove it has never been farmed. That is the only reason

I leave them there. If you try to put a building on a piece of
ground now, you just have a hard time doing it because of all the
rules and regulations they have for exclusive farm use. No one
has lived there since I bought it back. 

CAMP ADAIR
Charlie Bowman — Monmouth, Oregon — Aug. 23, 1977 
Linda Kuppenbender (From a transcription 
of an Oral History cassette tape in the archives 
of the Polk County History Museum)

�   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   
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Marr Bros Bark
Commercial & Residential
503-838-1830

875 S Pacific Hwy, Monmouth  •  www.marrbrosbark.com

• Hemlock • Fir 
• Sawdust • Hog Fuel 
• Topsoil • Compost
Competitive Prices

FAST DELIVERY 
OR U-HAUL 

FREE
Estimates

One of the only early
homes to be left standing
during/after WWII. Sur-
rounding hillsides used
for target practice for the
military 
stationed nearby. 
A historic area.

Come Explore Our Beautiful 200+ Acres

Camp Adair

Airlie Farm B&B
14810 Airlie Rd., Monmouth, OR 97351

Stop by, email, or 
visit us online.

airliefarm@aol.com

503-838-1500 • www.airliefarm.com

Family Friendly Lunch & Dinner

957 Main St., Dallas • 503-420-4277
OPEN: SUN-THURS 12-9 • FRI-SAT 12-10

of the finest beer, cider,
local wines, kombucha, and craft
soda compliment our menu of 
locally sourced cuisine.

Good People!

Local Wines!

Beers & Ciders!
Celebrating Our 

1st Anniversary!
November 19
• Door Prizes
• Giveaways

65 taps
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The other cost of World War II
In one week’s Polk County Itemizer-Observer, three no-

table articles appeared that illustrated the hidden cost of
the war — the worry at home and the changed lives af-

fected by wartime.
The paper was dated March 23, 1944, and included these

headlines on the front page:
Valsetz Boy Missing in Action; Veteran Returns to Civilian Life;

and General Conditions Good, Food Bad in Japanese Camp, Says
Repatriate. 

The veteran, T/Sgt. Frank Harms, stated he didn’t see any
enemy action, but he was in Hawaii and Australia while hostili-
ties were going on all around the area. While he was in Australia,
he suffered a punctured eardrum and had to be taken to Santa
Barbara, where he was given a medical discharge. 

The repatriate was the Rev. John Trachsel, who told of his five
and half months in an internment camp in occupied China. He
spoke at the Evangelical Women’s Missionary Society at the

Evangelical Church. He recounted the conditions that he and
many other missionaries had to endure. The multi-cultural
group of missionaries, numbering about 1,700, all had been
housed in an old Presbyterian Church.

The young Navy man, who was missing from a Valsetz family,
was only 19 at the time.

This was one week in the life of three families from varied
backgrounds and communities in Polk County. It is easy to see
that it was a time of tremendous stress for everyone. Many of us
know stories from our own families or friends of that time. 

The late Richard Arvidson, of Dallas, was a civilian working in
the Philippines for Pan Am airlines when the area fell. He spent
several years in a camp for civilians. He was hesitant to talk of
what he saw and experienced.

There are many stories to explore and much more to discover
in the historical records and family genealogies at the Polk
County History Museum.

A Snapshot in Time

Hank & Winona Kliever

Polk County Courthouse Lawn

Scrap Drive — Academy Bldg. Children’s Parade — Clay & Jefferson
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We are Polk County’s only local, full service, title & escrow company.

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 
INDUSTRIAL
• Repairs 
• Remodels 
• Troubleshooting 
• Generator 

Backup Systems 
• LED Lighting503-623-4907 or 503-507-9518

Located in and Serving Dallas & Surrounding Areas Since 1990
PO Box 594 • Dallas, OR 97338           CCB# 77014

DALLAS 121 Main St • 503-623-8155
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm • Sat. 8am - 5pm  •  www.lesschwab.com
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Dallas boys
meet by chance
at Point Barrow,
Alaska, roof of
the world

A meeting of two Dallas boys at Point
Barrow, Alaska, the northernmost tip of
continental North America, was described
in a telegram received Wednesday morn-
ing by Mr. and Mrs. H. M Webb from their
son and daughter-in-law Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Webb, of Wainwright, Alaska.

The Webbs arrive at Point Barrow Tuesday
by dog team on vacation from their teaching
station and, while there, Lt. Dean Cadle came
in at the airport on an Army bomber. The boys,
old friends during their school days in Dallas,
had a wonderful visit.

Dean was commissioned in the Army Air
Corps last spring and has been stationed with
forces building a far-flung defense outpost in
the Alaskan wilds. He is a son of A.R. Cadle and
Mrs. Nelle Cadle. Mr. and Mrs. Webb, who
spent last summer with his parents in Dallas
after two years at the government teaching
station at Koyakuk on the Yukon, were sent last
fall to Wainwright on the shores of the Arctic
Ocean, east of Point Barrow. He related in a let-
ter at Christmas time how prosperity had hit
the Eskimos of his district through govern-
ment orders for the making of fur-lined boots
for the Army personnel engaged in the con-
struction of Alaskan defenses.

(I-O 1943?)

Cemeteries of Cantonment to be relocated
The following is an excerpt from the official notice being pub-

lished by the government to notify relatives of persons buried
within the area whose graves will be moved. 

Ten cemeteries lying within the boundaries of the Camp Adair
in Polk and Benton counties will be moved starting on or after
Oct. 2 to a location selected by the government near the Fir Crest
cemetery just south of Monmouth. The government will set
aside a tract of land, lying just across the old county road to the
west, for the purpose for moving these cemeteries.

The removal and reinterment of all such bodies or remains,
together with all monuments or other markers, will be con-
ducted by a licensed funeral director under federal supervision

and in accordance with the regulations of the state of Oregon
and the best modern practices.

The Smith Cemetery, located near Lewisville; The English ceme-
tery located near Airlie; The Butler Cemetery located near Mon-
mouth; the Montgomery Cemetery located between Maple Grove
and Pedee; The Heffley cemetery located on  Fairview Road near
Helmick State Park; The Liggett Cemetery located within the John
W. Liggett donation land claim now within the property of Ed-
ward Dunnett; The Joseph Smith Cemetery located on Tampico
School-Airlie road on property of John W. Smith; Family burial
plot, located near Tampico School Road on property of B. A. Folks;
Family burial plot located near Tampico School Road on property
formerly owned by Mattie Sheppard. (I-O Sept. 10, 1942)

�   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   
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• Rehab/Skilled Nursing
• Assisted Living
• Lodge Residents 
• Memory Care Center 
• Garden Homes 
• Independent Living 
Apartments503-623-5581

377 NW Jasper St.
Dallas, OR 97338

www.dallasretirementvillage.com

A Non-Profit  Community  Founded in Christ  Since 1947.  All Faiths Are Welcome.
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America learns to cook with rationing
The country had just lived through the Great Depression when

the Second World War began. There hadn’t really been time to re-
build the store houses needed to support such an effort, so ra-
tioning went into effect. A hasty and complicated system of
registration and issuing of stamps was implemented. 

The idea was to allow citizens to buy limited quantities of
certain high-demand items while ensuring
s u p p l i e s
enough to
support the
war effort. Ac-
cording to the
Itemizer-Ob-
server, a local
War Price and
R a t i o n i n g
Board was es-
tablished to
oversee local
use of the sys-
tem. Hoarding
was discour-
aged, and recy-
cling, sharing
and conserva-
tion were the
watchwords. 

C o m p a n i e s
who had been
making sewing
machines — or
anything of metal
— stopped and retooled to make war support items.

By 1942, meat was rationed to 2-1/2 pounds a week per adult
and ¾- to 1-1/2 pounds per child. The first ration book was is-
sued May of 1942, called the “sugar book.” In January of 1943,
the Monmouth newspaper announced that the upper floor of
City Hall would be one of the places to sign up for the books.
Local teachers and PTA members were pressed into service. Dal-
las School District had 20 registrars lead by Principal S. E. Whit-
worth to distribute 5,000 books of stamps. They were just one of
many school sites around the county that took part.

Recycling took root in 1942, even in metal toothpaste tubes:

If you bought a new one, you had to turn in the old one. In an
article in the I-O in January of 1944, Mrs. J. A. Inglis, the county
salvage chairman, announced that they had collected nearly
four tons of clothing. Mrs. Erle Flugham reported the need to
save kitchen waste fats. She stated that could be sold for 4 cents
a pound plus two ration brown stamps.

Its strain was felt acutely here in Polk County. In 1942, the
newspaper in Monmouth announced that canned goods would
be rationed. They asked that people try not to hoard, and that
grocery stores try to limit amounts given to one customer until

the proper stamps were issued. One of the main
problems however, was that

even with
s t a m p s ,
having the
money to
buy the lim-
ited, more
e x p e n s i v e
items was
hard to come
by. Bartering
became a way
to get through
— homegrown
vegetables were
traded for fruit
for example.

By 1943, regu-
lar ration bulletins ap-
peared in the Itemizer-Observer listing what
stamps would be available. The list published in June of 1943
stated that “A” book coupons, No. 6, would be good for four gal-
lons of gas through July 21. Gas coupons were classified A-E, A
being the least amount and E for emergency vehicles. Sugar was
also on that list, stating that Coupon No. 13 would be good for
five pounds of sugar. Coffee was Stamp No. 24 and good for One
pound. Even though this seemed to work, things began to dis-
appear from store shelves, for example canned fish became un-
available for a time. 

The late Leighton Daishiell donated his rationing cards and
leftover stamps to the Polk County Museum. These artifacts
helps us understand and see how complicated the system was.

American Health Better on Restricted War Diet
With America apparently over the hump of

food shortages and supplies of most commodi-
ties destined to improve steadily from now on,
nutritional experts are planning a concerted
campaign to maintain the country’s new
awareness of diet. Strangely enough, these ex-
perts assert American health has improved dur-
ing the war and its accompanying shortages,
and they plan to expend every effort toward
continuing that trend.

The American civilian, finding difficulty in ac-

quiring his accustomed foods, has turned more
and more to a better balanced diet — usually
against his will. Instead of slowly starving to
death, as consumer complaints would lead one
to expect, more greens, fruits and cereals were
substituted for the previous standard diet of
starches and meats.

According to the latest available insurance
statistics, the death rate in this country in 1944
was 10.6 per 1,000, exclusive of deaths of mili-
tary personnel in action. The previous year, the

death rate was 10.9 per 1,000.  In other words,
despite severe food shortages, the death rate
declined. And this continued decline (the death
rate was 11.1 nine years ago) was maintained
despites the serious shortage of doctors and
nurses who answered the call of the armed
forces.

A great deal of the credit for America’s better
perception of dietary needs must go to the nu-
trition and food conservation branch of the war
food administration.   (Oregonian Aug. 14, 1945)

�   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   �   
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Title & Escrow Services
• Real Estate Sales

• Short Sales • Refinance
• New Construction

• Commercial • 1031 Exchange

With You
Every Step of the Way!

289 E Ellendale Ave. Suite 504, Dallas, OR 97338
Phone: 503.917.6005  -  Fax: 866.477.2494

Home • Auto • Farm • Life 
• Health • Business • Bonds

Mutual of Enumclaw 
Liberty Mutual • Safeco

Travelers • Sublimity • Progressive

398 E. Ellendale, Dallas • 503-623-8143
www.cravenwoodsins.com

Thank You to All Veterans
and your families.

Branch Office: 269 N. Pacific Hwy, Monmouth, OR 97361
503-838-0743   NMLS#273136 NMLS#237701

jlaeng@avenuemortgage.net
www.jefflaeng.com 

Jeff Laeng
Certified Mortgage 
Planning Specialist

503-949-6302

Thank you to 
All Veterans.

Sincerely,
Merlin D. Berkey

Squirrels Taxi Service
24 Hour Service • Pick Up & Drop Off 971-240-1208
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William C. Retzer, of Dallas, has been appointed Polk County chair-
man by the Oregon Retail Jewelers association in a statewide drive for
the collection of old costume jewelry to be sent overseas for use of
American troops in bartering with natives on the South Pacific islands.
(I-O Aug. 5, 1943)

Postal Rates rise sharply on March 26  — Important changes in
postal rates and fees have been announced by Tracy Savery, postmas-
ter. These rates become effective on March 26, 1944. The rate for first-
class mail for local delivery has raised to 3 cents for each ounce or
fraction of an ounce. (I-O March 9, 1944)

Lt. Bob Conwell, former Dallas boy, wrote under date of Jan. 3 from
Oflag prison camp in Germany to Bill Blackley, answering a letter Bill
had written him last September. Lt Conwell was captured by the Ger-
mans a year ago in the battle of Kaserine Pass. (I-O March 9, 1944)

Mrs. Hoffman enlists in WAVES after husband killed in action. Hoff-
man presented herself at the Salem Navy recruiting station two days
after learning of his death to complete her enlistment. (Aug. 3, 1944)

Dallas lumber in North Africa — The lumber which has been rolling
from the Dallas plant of Willamette Valley Lumber Co. is following
closely in the wake of invasion bound troop on many fronts. A recent
letter indicated “… have just built the best bed ever. The cross-piece
underneath is a piece of lumber from the Willamette Valley Lumber
Company.” (I-O March 9, 1943)

Bus speed limit effective July 1 — Pacific Greyhound Lines an-
nounce that beginning July 1, their buses in this area will be operated
with a speed limit of 40 miles an hour. By running at this reduced
speed, the bus company is cooperating with the government’s rubber
conservation program. (M-H July 2, 1942)

Wonder drug tried here first time — Penicillin, the wonder drug,
which may revolutionize the treatment of many diseases which in the
past have brought death in a high percentage of cases, is being tried
here for the first time. It has not been available except in very excep-
tional cases until recently because of the heavy demand for service
cases. (I-O June 8, 1944)

Dallas heralds D-Day quietly with prayers — With no overt display
of jubilation, Dallas heralded D-Day Tuesday in quiet confidence — a
manner that was typical, perhaps, of cities all across the nation. (I-O
June 8, 1944)

Guam similar to Valsetz terrain, says Dallas seabee in letter — Com-
ing through the battle in good shape, Burton McKibben carpenter’s
mate 2/c in the Seabees, tells of life on the island in a letter dated Aug.
9 to his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. Burton McKibben, of Dallas.  

Cotswold ram sent here from England — Jimmie K. Riddell has pur-
chased a yearling Cotswold ram from the famous Garn flock in the north-
ern part of England. It came by way of St. Johns, Newfoundland, to
Chicago, where it was crated and sent on to Monmouth by express. It ar-
rived last week in good condition, and its new owner is well pleased with
his purchase. It appears to be a typical Cotswold of even fleece and an
extra fine ram. This is the first time in 25 years that a Cotswold has been
imported to the section west of the Rocky Mountains. (I-O June 10, 1943)  

Harvest is test time — Every person will be needed on the farms when
crops are ripe. Unless every man, woman, and child able to assist in har-
vesting food crops participates in such a program, there is likelihood
that much valuable material will be lost in this county, in the opinion of
various growers as well as of W.C. Leth, county agent. (I-O June 10, 1943)  

Texas goat, purchased by Sergeant McCrae, arrives at Riddell
Ranch — Sgt. Kenneth McCrae, who is stationed at Camp Barkeley,
Texas, recently made a trip to Vance, over in the Texas goat country,
and purchased a purebred type C (ringlet) yearling buck from the flock
of M. D. Taylor for William Riddell & Sons, Monmouth, well-known
breeders with whom Kenneth was associated before the U.S. entered
the war. (M-H Aug. 6, 1942)

County jail sets vacancy record — Crime evidently has reached a new
low in Polk County. The county jail completed its 19th day without an
occupant Wednesday to set a new record for recent years, according
to T.B. Hooker, sheriff. Not a single meal has been served since July 28.
The previous record, made last year, was for 15 days, but during that
time, a few meals were served to prisoners who were held for a short
time pending investigation, but who were released without having
charges preferred against them. (I-O Aug. 17, 1944)

No jail rush this hop season — The war of something, has all but
erased the time-worn custom of a full jail during the hop picking sea-
son. So far this year, according to Deputy Sheriff Tony Neufeldt, the
maximum number of prisoners during the hop season has been four.
At the present time (Wednesday), only one prisoner is in jail. During
the past years, the average has run from eight to 15, with Sheriff T. B.
Hooker many times being ready to put out the “standing room only”
sign. In 1943, the peak was 16. (I-O Sept. 1943)

Snippets from home and
letters from over seas
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Wood shortage closes library — Due to the fact that the library board
has been unable to purchase wood for fuel, the city library will be closed
from March 1 (today) until further notice, according to R.R. Van Orsdel,
president of the board. The imminence of the library closing was
brought up by Van Orsdel at a recent hearing on a proposed raising of
the ceiling on wood furnished by the Willamette Valley Wood Co. before
OPA officials. Under the adjusted price asked, the library would have
been able to purchase a 2-foot slab of wood from the company at $6.75
per cord, $1 higher than the former price. (I-O March 1, 1945)

Clothes drive set for Russian relief — A drive for used clothing for
Russian war relief has been arranged in Dallas for the week of Feb. 5
to 9 inclusive. Dallas controller of civilian defense is the sponsoring
organization. No new clothing or money is sought. The used clothing,
however, must not be too ragged or worn to be of practical value and
should not be dirty. (I-O 1945?)

Camp Adair needs civilian cooks — Camp Adair is in need of cooks,
both male and female, for employment at the camp under civilian serv-
ice, according to V.C. Lee, representative of the civil service commission
at the camp. The positions pay $1,440 to $1,680. (I-O Aug. 13, 1942)

Rickreall will hold an air raid practice tonight (Thursday). The
church bell will ring as the signal for all members of the community
to assemble on the grade-school grounds. Every squad leader will be
on hand to direct the activities of his group. Everyone in the commu-
nity is urged to participate
whether or not he has
received personal
notice. (I-O Aug. 20,
1942)

Cathy 
McLean 

Broker
503-580-0571

Timm 
Cable 
Broker

503-551-5357

Tanna 
Cable Girod 

Broker
503-931-6800

Licensed Mobile Home Dealer
Member Willamette Valley Multiple Listing Service
View our listings at www.wvmls.com

503-623-8318
1590 E Ellendale, Dallas
www.polkvetclinic.com

Monday-Friday 8-5:30 • Thursday 8-6:30
Open Select Saturdays 9-12

Dr. Brotherton 
& Griffin

Become a member ofthe Polk CountyHistorical Society.
IT HAS ITS BENEFITS.

Memberships start at
$15 a year.

POLK COUNTY MUSEUM 560 S. Pacific Hwy Rickreall, OR
BRUNK HOUSE 5705 Hwy 22 W, Salem OR

P.C.H.S. PO Box 67, Monmouth, OR 503-623-6251
Membership forms available online: polkcountyhistoricalsociety.org
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