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Family Dining
Available

141 SW Washington Street, Dallas • 503-831-0688
www.WashingtonStSteakHouse.com

• Breakfast • Lunch 
• Dinner • Full Bar 
• Lottery Games

The Place to Meet is
Washington Street!

Join us for our 

17th Annual

Luau Party
Saturday, 

July 21, 2018
All Day!



FROM THE EDITOR

I 
moved to Polk County in 2008, and have 
been consistently delighted with all the 
county offers, from the small-town hard-
ware stores that carry that obscure house-
cleaning product that grandma used to use 

— which works better than anything else ever 
could — to the fields of grass, corn or red clover, 
the orchards of hazelnuts, apples and pears, the 
wineries and beer. 

When you’re in Polk County, you’re treated 
like family; walking into a restaurant filled with 
locals doesn’t feel strange, it feels like home. 

Our evening scene is picking up — you’re 
not going to find a rave, but you will almost 
certainly find live music, trivia competitions and 
good company in any given town on any given 
night. 

Polk County has miles of magnificent roads 
and trails suited for bicycling, country drives or 
hiking and running, depending on what you 
prefer. Our weather varies, but is generally mild 
enough that you can bike, hike and run year-
round with a little planning.

What is particularly fun for the Polk County 

Explorer is all the stops you can discover along 
the way if you look. While driving through lush 
farmland, you may find a fruit stand, still based 
on the honor system for payment. 

You may discover a winery with doors open, 
ready to let you try before you buy.

Walking the streets of one of our many quaint 
downtowns, you may find the best pizza you’ve 
ever eaten.

We have prized (by locals) restaurants that 
look like holes in the wall, serving food and 
drinks that make your tastebuds sing. 

Our downtown shops make the phrase “buy 
local” easy, because that’s all they sell. Farmers 
markets thrive all summer with fresh produce, 
cheeses, breads, wines and crafts. Local restau-
rants use those fresh, locally grown goodies to 
build their menus. 

If you decide to make Polk County your home, 
like I have, you will discover even more about the 
generosity of the people here, the communities 
that are somehow tight-knit and welcoming at 
once. The resources in Polk County are incred-
ible, from the Oregon State University Master 

Gardeners to the Experimental Aircraft Associ-
ation at the Independence Airpark to the New 
Horizons Orchestra. Opportunities for people of 
all ages and interests abound in Polk County to 
learn a new hobby or perfect an old interest.

Take a day — or three — and explore our 
home. Then plan to come back and see some 
more; we’ll be happy to have you.

— Emily Mentzer
Editor
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T
here is a place where you can see 
the natural history of an entire 
region — a place where you can go 
to get a break from everyday life and 
enter a haven for nature.

Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge, off 
Highway 22, offers visitors a unique experience 
— even when compared to Polk County’s numer-
ous wildlife viewing spots.

The refuge was originally established in 1965 
to provide winter habitat for dusky Canada 
goose.

Over the years, various restoration projects 
on the 2,492 acres of the refuge have allowed 
Baskett Slough to show off the natural history of 
the Willamette Valley. Photography is encour-
aged, and chances are you’ll see a number of 
awe-inspiring spots along your trek.

Pets, jogging, biking, hunting and fishing are 
prohibited, but the hiking trails, which range in 

distance from less than a mile to 3-miles long, 
provide plenty of spots to take in breathtaking 
views — but Baskett Slough offers much more 
than pretty scenery.

Baskett can be a bird watcher’s paradise.
More than 200 species of birds make a home 

at the refuge for the winter, nesting or migration 
stopovers, including songbirds, raptors, shore-
birds and waterfowl.

Wildlife lovers can also seek out 30 species of 
mammals, eight species of amphibians and 10 
species of reptiles.

Included are 10 different federally listed 
threatened and endangered species of plants 
and wildlife — including Fender’s Blue Butterfly — 
a species thought to be extinct until the 1980s.

The Refuge is part of the Willamette Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge Complex, and includes 
William L. Finley and Ankeny national wildlife 
refuges.

Looking to escape the 
ordinary, Baskett Slough 
National Wildlife Refuge 

should be near the top 
of your list.

Bird watcher’s paradise
BASKETT SLOUGH IS HOME TO MORE THAN 200 AVIAN SPECIES
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More than 200 species 
of birds make a home at 
the refuge for the winter

If you’re a bird watcher looking for a haven for 
your next outing, an outdoors lover wanting a 
place that offers a variety of plants and animals, 
or just someone looking to escape the ordinary, 
Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge should 
be near the top of your list.

Baskett Slough
 What: Baskett Slough National Wildlife 
Refuge.
 Where: Located off Highway 22, turn on 
Smithfield Road. From Highway 99W, 2 miles 
north of the Highway 22 intersection, turn 
west onto Coville Road and continue along 
a gravel road for about a mile. You’ll reach a 
parking lot, small informational kiosk, bath-
room and a trailhead after about a mile.
 Of note: Officials host a number of birding 
hikes and environmental informational activi-
ties at the refuge throughout the year.
 For more information: 503-623-2749; www.
fws.gov/WillametteValley/baskett/.
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Windermere/Western View Properties

Donna Graham
DonnaGrahamRealtor.com
503-931-5677 Broker, CRS, GRI, ABR
donnagraham@windermere.com
Real Estate Broker Licensed in Oregon
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T
he moments when you’re flying 
through the air or completing a tight 
corner can be electrifying. Black Rock 
Mountain Bike Area, located near 
Falls City, offers cyclists a thrill ride.

Nearly 10 miles of trails are populated by 
ramps, elevated bridges and other features — all 
maintained by the volunteer organization Black 
Rock Mountain Bike Association.

Riders from around the world flock to the 
free-ride trails. Free-riding is a more aggressive 
subset of mountain biking that focuses on 
downhill rides, jumps and maneuvering through 
and over obstacles.

“There’s nothing like this around the Pacific 
Northwest,” trail manager Gary Weaverli said. 
“None of the other trails are like Black Rock. 
They’re more tuned for cross-country style 
riding, where you sit and pedal up and down the 
mountain. At Black Rock, you jump down the 

mountain.”
BRMBA is world-renowned as one of the best 

spots to free ride. The International Mountain 
Bike Association added BRMBA to its Epic Trail 
Program in 2010 — a distinction given to trails 
based on quality of design, organization behind 

projects, and cooperation with public agencies.
“Black Rock is awesome,” Cody Farnes said, 

a mountain biker who frequents Black Rock. “It 
feels like a mountain bike playground. There’s a 
great variety of downhill trails for all skill levels.”

BRMBA has partnered with the Oregon 

“You could become an 
expert just by riding the 

trail system there.”
Gary Weaverli

Trail Manager, BRMBA

World-class free-ride
BLACK ROCK OFFERS SOMETHING FOR ALL SKILL LEVELS

BRMBA is world-
renown as one of the 

best spots to free ride.
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Department of Forestry since about 2002. Black 
Rock was a destination for dirt bikes during 
the 1980s until ODF closed it to motor vehicles. 
In 2002, a trio of people approached the ODF 
about building a sanctioned free-ride trail.

From there, Black Rock has blossomed — all 
thanks to dedicated volunteers.

The association holds maintenance days 
throughout the year to add, repair and maintain 
trail features.

“These are people who are passionate about 
the sport,” Weaverli said. “We care about the 
sport, the mountain and the environment. We 
think about when designing trails how it might 
erode, how it is going to treat the rider, and how 
to make it fun and exciting while still being safe.”

Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or hop-
ping on a mountain bike for the first time, Black 
Rock can be your gateway to adventure.

BRMBA has a “Basic Training” section aimed 
at beginning riders to get them used to some of 
the course features they’ll encounter on more 
advanced trails.

“You can just come out and play,” Weaverli 
said. “You don’t have to hike up 3 miles to the 
top. You can do small laps and do one or two 
little jumps and get experience really quick.”

Trails get more advanced from there.
“You can go there and progress from a per-

son who doesn’t really ride a bike, and you could 

become an expert just by riding the trail system 
there,” Weaverli said. 

Just as important as the quality of the trails is 
the community you become a part of. Weaverli 
said making new, lifelong friends is a common 
occurrence.

“Our slogan, if you will, is to build, ride and 
respect,” Weaverli said. “We like to build trails, 
ride the trails, and respect the trails.”

Black Rock 
 Where: From Dallas, head southwest to 
Highway 223 and continue for 5 miles. Turn 
right onto Falls City Road and drive 4 miles 
into Falls City. Once in Falls City, travel west 
through downtown and bear right before the 
bridge onto Mitchell Street. Drive up a short 
hill, turn left onto a dirt road and follow the 
river for 3 miles until you reach the Tapawingo 
Camp sign. Turn right here, cross a bridge, 
and park at an area next to the main gate. 
Do not drive past the gate, even if it is open. 
Cost: Free and open to the public year-round. 
 For more information: Visit the Black Rock 
Mountain Biking Association’s website at 
www.brmba.org.

recrea
tio

n



12 Explore Polk County 2018 A Special Publication of the Polk County Itemizer-Observer

Come Explore Our Beautiful 200+ Acres
Airlie Farm B&B

14810 Airlie Rd., Monmouth, OR 97351
503-838-1500 • www.airliefarm.com

• Gracious & Lovingly Remodeled 
1910 Farm Home

• Gourmet Breakfasts
• Elegant Table Settings
• Beautifully Furnished
• High Tea with Reservations
• Visit local  wineries
• Horse Riding Lessons
• Trail Rides & Hiking
• Fresh Fruit & Eggs in Season

Stop by, email, or visit us online.
airliefarm@aol.com

New “Family Cottage”
Bring the Kids & Pets

www.grandmasatticquilting.com
167 SW Court St.  •  Dallas  •  503-623-0451

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. •  Sunday Noon - 4 p.m.

Explore Endless Possibilities
Both Instore and Online

www.grandmasatticquilting.com

• Fabrics
• Patterns
• Books
• Sewing Notions
• Kitchen and
Home Decor

• Leaning Tree 
Cards

It is a pleasure to be a part of the Polk County medical
community and we appreciate the opportunity to provide
service for your medical needs! We know you have a busy life
and illness or injury are tremendous inconveniences. We will
strive to do our very best to see you in a prompt and skillful
manner, utilizing appropriate diagnostic equipment such as
in-house x-ray, lab, EKG to accurately make a diagnosis, treat
you effectively, and help you return quickly to your
productive life. We treat illness, personal or work related
injuries, perform DOT, employment, sport physicals, drug
tests, minor surgical procedures, casting, and splinting.  We
serve pediatric to geriatric. 

"When illness or injury can't wait — Come see us!" 

 

109 E Ellendale Ave • Suite B • Dallas
503-623-3199 • www.emurgentcaremedical.com

"When you need us —  we’re here for you!"

Open every day!  Mon - Sat 9am - 7pm
Sunday and Major Holidays 10am - 4pm

EPC_emurgent care_2018  5/16/2018  6:50 PM  Page 1

• Doctors Appointments
• Grocery Store Trips
• Random Errands
• Rides Home

“When you need a ride, 
— I’ll be here.”

Merlin Berkey, 
Owner

Here for all your
Taxi needs. 
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Outdoor Living, LLC.
486 Mill St • PO Box 442 • Dallas, OR 97338

503-831-4677
www.sunsetoutdoorliving.com

*Showroom open by appointment only

Specializing in Outdoor
Kitchens & Fire Features

Commercial  •  Residential  •  Clubs  •  Resorts  •  New Homes  •  Remodels
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O
n the border of Polk and Benton 
counties lies 315-square miles 
of lush wilderness, a riparian 
dreamscape in the making. Here, 
the Luckiamute River carves a 

new path, fighting to get to the Willamette, 
taking river bank and gravel roads with it.

“The river’s going to go where it wants to,” 
said Gail Oberst, president of the Luckiamute 
Watershed Council. “This part of the river has 
been eroding for a long time. We’re trying to let 
it meander. It’s a sign of a healthy river.”

On a clear April morning, Oberst and Suzanne 
Teller, council outreach coordinator, took 23 
people out for a hike through the Luckiamute 
State Natural Area collecting birds.

Collecting birds is a hobby of birdwatchers, or 
birders, that involves keeping track of what birds 
they identify either by sight or by the bird’s song. 
That list can be a lifetime list — how many birds 

you’ve identified in your life — or an annual list — 
how many birds you identify in one year’s time.

Joel Geier, local bird expert and Audubon 
ornithologist, stopped at a bend in the river.

“I’m going to try and wake a screech owl,” he 
told the group as he imitated the predatory bird. 

While an owl was not roused from his slum-
ber, other birds were pretty anxious to hear this 
nocturnal nest-robber’s song hours after the sun 
had risen.

A hummingbird that moved too fast to be 
identified as a Rufus or an Anna zoomed over to 
check out the group. Both hummingbirds make 
their home in Oregon year-round. Other birds 
answered Geier’s call, which announced the 
birdwatchers’ arrival into the area.

From the north trailhead parking lot to where 
the roughly 2-mile loop begins, an man-made 
forest of cottonwood and ash trees lines the 
right, casting shade along the trail. Most of the 

“The river’s going to 
go where it wants to.”

Gail Oberst
President, Luckiamute Watershed Council

A lush wilderness of plants
LUCKIAMUTE STATE NATURAL AREA HOLDS EASY NATURE TRAILS
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trail is protected by canopy, making it a pleas-
ant walk even on a warm, sunny day.

Where the trail begins, a red-breasted sap-
sucker makes its home. 

He fusses at the large group of people in his 
territory, while the people watch him through 
binoculars and camera lenses, fascinated by his 
brightly colored head.

This is a good spot to see sapsuckers, Geier 

said. In fact, the red-breasted variety is one of 
the most sought-after birds in the region — at 
least for birdwatchers. For farmers and garden-
ers, the sapsucker can be a pest, killing off a 
tree, branch by branch.

Later, in the Forest Gallery, Geier said all of 
Oregon’s native woodpeckers can be spotted 
with regularity, except for the acorn wood-
pecker, who hasn’t yet discovered the old oaks 
of the Luckiamute area.

All along the walk, hikers are greeted by 

native shrubs, flowers and trees. Most have 
been planted by volunteers, working to repair 
the habitat to its natural state. Others have a 
history of growing in the area long before the 
settlers came.

Purple camas is one of those.
Oberst said the Native Americans used to eat 

the bulb of the purple camas — but one must 
exercise caution because the white variety of 
camas is poisonous. 

“Native Americans used to mark the white 
ones — or pull them out — because you harvest 
the bulb after the flower is gone,” Oberst said.

When birdwatching, it is important to look 
throughout the area, as birds can be found at 
various levels, choosing to nest on the ground, 
in shrubs or in the tops of trees. 

A white-crown sparrow hops along the tall 
grasses. Watchers crane their necks to see an 
orange crown warbler flit from tree to tree. In 
the Gallery Forest, a brown creeper hops up 
on  an old cottonwood. A northern roughwing 
swallow zooms around the riverbank where it 
has built its nest, while a redtail hawk circles 
lazily in the sky.

The Luckiamute State Natural Area is alive 
with birdsongs, butterflies and beauty. The 
north trailhead loop generally takes about an 
hour, but if looking closely for birds or examining 
the local flora, it can take three or four hours.

Additional trails connect with the loop, one 
taking hikers to the confluence of three rivers, 
where the Santiam and Luckiamute enter the 
Willamette. Other trails have canoe access 
or give hikers a chance to explore the forest 
deeper.

Bring sunscreen and a brimmed hat, pack a 
lunch, and happy exploring.

Check It Out
Where: Luckiamute State Natural Area 

is located at the southeastern edge of Polk 
County, bordered by Buena Vista Road and 
the Willamette River. To reach the north tract 
trailhead coming from Independence, turn left 
onto Crocker Road and keep left until you reach 
a parking area. The paddlers’ access parking lot 
is located just north of the Crocker Road inter-
section on the west side of Buena Vista Road. 
The south tract trail is located on the east side of 
Buena Vista Road just north of the junction with 
Northwest Springhill Drive.

For more information: Call the Luckiamute 
Watershed Council at 503-837-0237 or visit 
www.luckiamutelwc.org.

Bring sunscreen and 
a brimmed hat, pack 

a lunch, and happy 
exploring. 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church
...welcomes you!

1486 SW Levens St., Dallas (at the corner of Levens & Cherry)

10 AM Worship with Holy Eucharist. Father Fred Heard, Vicar. We have a longstanding
tradition of friendly hospitality toward all people regardless of race or ethnicity, marital
status, disability or socio-economic status. We are a “Believe Out Loud” church
welcoming and affirming individuals who are LGBTQ. 

Find us on         • www.stthomasdallasor.org • stthomasdallasor@gmail.com  •  503-623-8522

Dr. Brotherton 
& Griffin

503-623-8318
Immunizations 
Surgery
Medical Care 
Orthopedics
Checkups 
Dentistry

1590 E Ellendale, Dallas
www.polkvetclinic.com

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8-5:30
Thurs 8-6:30
Open Select 

Saturdays 9-12

Boarding for cats & dogs!

Family
Dentistry
Preventive, Cosmetic and 

General Dentistry
for the entire family.

Weston K. Morrill, DMD

503-623-6616
289 E. Ellendale • Suite 201, Dallas

Se habla español



www.polkio.com Explore Polk County 2018 17

recrea
tio

n



18 Explore Polk County 2018 A Special Publication of the Polk County Itemizer-Observer

W
hen Jim Davis speaks, it’s soft, 
making you lean in a little to 
make sure you catch every-
thing he is saying. 

That mannerism is a direct 
reflection of what he does every day: training 
dogs. 

Davis runs a training facility in Dallas, called 
Oakhaven Labradors, where they offer obedi-
ence and retriever training for all types of dogs. 

He opened the original facility in 2003, and 
two weeks ago, opened up a newer, bigger 
facility, to allow for room to grow. 

“I didn’t know initially that we would quite 
broaden our scope this much,” Davis said. “The 
other place was a good little business, not quite 
half as big as this.”

With the new facility, Davis and his two 
employees will offer boarding and grooming 
services on top of training.

The obedience training given at Oakhaven 
is based off of Davis’s personal beliefs that he 
has formulated over his years of dog training, 
owning dogs, and watching and learning from 
other dog trainers.

“I firmly believe dogs are pack animals. 
Period,” Davis said. “And they’re genetically 
ingrained on how to respond to an alpha dog or 
an alpha person. So a lot of my training is based 
on what would an alpha dog do. So it’s posture, 
my type of voice, etc.” 

The tools he uses to train a dog, whether it 
be voice commands, non-verbal commands, or 
pointing his finger at a dog’s neck when it has 
been disobedient, all emulate that pack environ-
ment a dog needs to be well-balanced. 

“It’s a nice, simple, non-rocket science way to 
go,” he said. “Why reinvent the wheel?” 

His training program is not your typical 
dog-training; it’s eight weeks long, with encour-

“We have customers 
literally from all over the 

United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Chechnya, 

Russia, Canada.”
Jim Davis

Owner, Oakhaven Labradors

Dallas dog whisperer
OAKHAVEN LABRADORS’ JIM DAVIS HAS A WAY WITH CANINES
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aged visits from the owners periodically. And 
during that two-month stint, Davis works closely 
with the dog — and its humans — to make sure 
the alpha-beta relationship is established. 

“We train a dog to obedience on and off 
leash,” Davis said. “We train it to voice com-
mands and non-verbal commands; it’s a little 
more intense than strapping a collar on a dog 
and telling it to sit. We expect a dog to be able 
to sit 20 to 30 minutes, by command, until I 
address it to do something else. Or to lie down 
or to heel nicely. If I come to a stop I want them 
to sit without my saying. It’s more than just 
on-leash obedience.”

At the end of the training course, Davis says 
he has the dog’s humans come back in so the 
three of them can work together to make sure 
the transition from Oakhaven to home is easier.

Davis has customers come requesting his 
help from all over the place. 

“We have customers literally from all over the 
United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Chechnya, Rus-
sia, Canada. We have an incredible loyal group 
of people,” he said. 

Growing up, Davis said he loved dogs and 
was always interested in dog training, but 
couldn’t find the time during his 30-year career 
with Safeway. 

“A year after I retired I got my first dog,” he 
said. 

Eighteen years later, he’s owned a number of 
dogs and trained hundreds more.

Currently, they have a little over a dozen dogs 
in training. 

“We will soon take, up to 60 dogs,” he said. 
Davis and his wife, Joy, are still finishing up 

work on the building, such as putting gates on 
all 60 kennels, expansion for the backyard play 
area, and maybe one day, a veterinarian clinic 
upstairs.

Dallas Dog Whisperer 
What: Oakhaven Labradors
Where: 1090 James Howe Road, Dallas, 

97338.
For more information: To call and schedule 

an appointment, or for more info, call 503-510-
2803, or email info@oakhavenlabs.com.
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CITIZENS BANK

Dallas Branch
583 SE Jefferson St. • Dallas

503-623-3119 • www.citizensEbank.com
Welcome to Citizens Bank, where we know that supporting
local enterprise is the best way to invest in the communities
we serve. Because our loan decisions are made locally by
our professional staff, you can expect prompt responses and
flexible programs.
Citizens Bank — Good Business. Good Friends.
Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

L-R: Julie Remick, Tony Rose, Monica Johnson, Susan Morrill, Jake Stamas, Kathy Holder

Over 34 years 
experience

No Job Too Small!

• New Fixtures • Water Heaters • Water Services 
• Sewer Repair & Replacement • Gas Lines 
• Backflow Device Repair and Replacement 
• Above Ground Well Pumps & Pressure Tanks 
• Recirc. Pumps • Sump Pumps Drain Cleaning 

and Much More. 

CCB#136705503 831-1053 IN DALLAS

Jim’s Plumbing Trouble Shooters, Inc.

Please call Jim’s Plumbing Trouble Shooters for all your plumbing needs!

All Residential & Commercial
Repair, Service and Remodel

“Where we treat you with respect and your home like our own!”

Locally Owned & Operated
in Dallas over 15 years

INDEPENDENCE HERITAGE MUSEUM

112 S Third Street, Independence, OR

Telling stories, inspiring memories, preserving history.

503-838-4989 • PO Box 7
www.orheritage.org

orheritage@ci.independence.or.us

Historic
Hop Capital of 

the World 
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65 Taps of the finest local
wines, kombucha, craft soda,

and beer and ciders from
around the world.

65 Taps of the finest local
wines, kombucha, craft soda,

and beer and ciders from
around the world.

65 Taps 65 Taps 65 Taps 

957 Main St., Dallas
503-420-4277

OPEN 7 DAYS

Our family friendly lunch and
dinner offerings feature the
finest locally sourced and

hand made cuisine in Dallas.
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“This is a park in 
progress.”

Matt Huerter
Park Ranger, Fort Yamhill

O
nly one of the 24 buildings 
that once stood at Fort Yam-
hill remains, but it reveals a bit 
of what life was like when the 
military outpost was in operation 

from 1856-1866. 
Those stationed there, particularly the 

officers, left plenty of clues behind that recent 
archaeological digs uncovered. 

Some of those objects, military or domestic, 
are shown in window displays of an officer’s 
home at what is now Fort Yamhill State Heritage 
Area in Grand Ronde. 

FYSHA opened in 2006 with the purpose of 
retelling the story of the fort and its role in the 
region’s history in the mid-1800s.

About 70 enlisted men and officers were 
stationed at the fort, which was built to protect 
— and monitor — Native Americans living on the 
Grand Ronde Reservation. 

The six officers’ quarters at the top of the 
hill, painted bright white, and a fortified block 
house down the hill from the homes, painted 
dark black, could be seen for miles around. They 
symbolized U.S. military authority in the region 
to both settlers and native people. 

Park Ranger Matt Huerter said development 
at the park is ongoing. 

“This is a park in progress, and archaeology 
is helping us come up with plans to develop the 
park and influence the stories we tell,” Huerter 

said. “Through archaeology, we have been able 
to determine exactly where most of the build-
ings were and how big they were.”

Surprising artifacts have been found in recent 
years — some indicating the presence of women 
and children in the officers’ quarters. Before 
that, the only women known to live at the fort 
were laundresses. 

Visitors can walk the half-mile interpretative 
trail at the park to see where buildings once 
stood and read about living conditions at the 
fort and the famous soldiers who lived there. 
The trail was built in cooperation with the Con-
federated Tribes of Grand Ronde. 

Visitors have access to a picnic area and mul-
tiple spots along the trail with expansive views 
of the surrounding area. 

Huerter said that’s yet another reason to visit 
the park.

“The beauty,” he said. “It is very scenic.”

Discover a slice of history
FORT YAMHILL IS A LESSON ABOUT MILITARY, NATIVE RELATIONS

History lesson

What: Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area.
 Where: 9390 Hebo Road (Highway 22), Grand 
Ronde. 
Hours: Year-round day use park. 
 For more information: 503-879-5814, or go to 
www.oregonstateparks.org.



www.polkio.com Explore Polk County 2018 23

SINCE 1974

Celebrating
1974-2018

44
Years

1697 Monmouth St., Independence
Licensed Mobile Home Dealer

Member Willamette Valley Multiple Listing Service
View our listings at www.wvmls.com

503-838-1912
Timm Cable

Broker
503-551-5357

Tanna Cable
Girod 
Broker

503-931-6800

Cathy McLean
Broker

503-580-0571

EPC_C Cable_2018  5/16/2018  6:44 PM  Page 1

Marr Bros Bark
Commercial & Residential
503-838-1830

875 S Pacific Hwy, Monmouth  •  www.marrbrosbark.com

Competitive Prices • FREE Estimates
FAST DELIVERY OR U-HAUL
• Hemlock • Fir • Sawdust • Hog Fuel

• Topsoil • Compost

Observe the history of Polk County Pioneers; the evolution
of the logging and farming industry, Native American and
Camp Adair artifacts, or take advantage of resource and
geneology materials available.
Visit the Historic Brunk House
5705 Highway 22, Salem
Hours: Tuesdays 9 am  - 12 noon
Second Sat. each month Noon - 4 pm
Tours available by appointment.
503-838-6603

Step Into Polk County’s Past

P.O. Box 67
Monmouth, OR 97361

503-623-6251

E-mail: pchsoregon@gmail.com
www.polkcountyhistoricalsociety.org

Visit the Polk County Museum
560 Pacific Highway, Rickreall

Hours: MWThFS 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Closed major holidays. 503-623-6251

Tours available year round.
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T
he centuries-old Douglas-fir trees that 
stand in the grove named the Valley 
of Giants are humbling. They tower 
over the human guests who venture 
into their isolated area, reminding 

visitors how small they really are.
The Valley of the Giants is on 47 acres, and is 

designated as an Outstanding Natural Area by 
the Bureau of Land Management in 1976.

A trail meanders through the trees, desig-
nated as moderate difficulty.

The real difficulty is finding the place to begin 
with.

Part of it is timing.
“In the summer, it gets a little dicier because 

they’re actively logging,” said Kimber Townsend, 
Monmouth resident, who regularly schedules 
group hikes to Valley of the Giants. “You have 
to get to that sweet spot where they’re logging, 
but they haven’t closed for fire danger yet.”

Townsend leads an annual New Year’s Day 
hike to the forest, and says a chainsaw is recom-
mended to get past any trees that have fallen 
across the road.

The trip is about 22 miles on graveled, windy 
roads, and the drive takes about 90 minutes. 
The log trucks — more familiar with the route — 
don’t drive slowly.

“We always have a car in front that has a CB 
radio that can monitor CB traffic, so if a truck is 
coming, they pull over and everyone else knows 
to tuck in behind them, because they know a 
truck’s coming,” Townsend said. “They (truckers) 
don’t slow down — it’s your job to get out of their 
way.”

Another reason the trail is difficult to find is 
the road goes through a quarry.

“If you come from the south, you have to 
get through the quarry, and if they’re actively 
blasting, they’ll have that closed, so you have to 

Worth the drive
VALLEY OF THE GIANTS HOME OF ANCIENT FORESTS

Valley of the Giants
 What: A hike amongst centuries-old massive 
Douglas fir trees.
 For more information: For directions to the 
Valley of the Giants, call the Salem BLM office 
at 503-375-5657.
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go through Falls City,” Townsend said.
When fire danger gets too high, roads to the 

Valley of the Giants close.
“There’s two gates,” Townsend said. “If you 

get past the second gate, you’re cheering 
because that was the last one.”

Lastly, people who live in the area and cherish 
the pristine beauty of the VOG remove any 
traces of directions to the trailhead.

“I think the folks who are local and have 
grown up here don’t want to see this become a 
typical tourist park and get damaged and van-
dalized,” Townsend said. “BLM has put markers 
in that say, ‘VOG.’ They usually last a week or 
two — a month at best.”

Global positioning systems don’t work well, 
either, because GPS signals are lost in the area.

“It’s very difficult to find because people delib-
erately erase the trail,” Townsend said.

But once you find the parking lot and make 

your way into the valley, it’s worth it.
“These giant, old trees, you put your hand on 

that tree and think about the hundreds of years 
that tree has stood in that spot, and what has 
passed under their branches,” Townsend said. 
“So you get that feeling of time. When you pass 

through this enormous tree, it’s like a heart in 
the forest.”

The trail is an organic one — maintained, but 
not pristinely so.

“They aren’t sending up a parks and rec 
crew to clear the trail every year,” Townsend 

said. “That doesn’t happen. So when trees fall 
over the years, the trail just naturally modifies 
to accommodate the tree. People maneuver 
around it.”

Or over it, as the case may be.
“There’s one stretch where you’re literally on 

it. There’s a big tree that’s fallen, and a little sign 
with a guy walking that says, yes, this is actually 
the trail. So you step on the roots and walk the 
length of the tree until you get to the other side 
of the trail. It is the coolest thing.”

Plan for a whole day, and pack a lunch. A 
picnic table near the Valsetz River makes for a 
nice resting spot before making your way back 
up the hill to the parking area.

While the trail is not long, Townsend said it is 
physically demanding.

“It’s really steep, and if the footing is wet or 
muddy, there are some sections you’re literally 
controlling your slide down,” she said.

The trail is an organic 
one — maintained, but 

not pristinely so.
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Call Us For Full range Structural repairs! 
We work with your insurance, warranty or your budget!

We also offer the following services. 
• Complete rV inspections for

- appliances
- electrical
- Water
- Structural

• appliance services 
- Water heater 
- Furance 
- refrigerator 
- a/C 

• roof inspection & Maintenance 
• teaching new rV owners use and maintenance

Don't see what you are looking for? 

Call us! 
503-779-6716

Before

Some work
completed

Oregon's Most trusted
rV repair Company

promising Stellar Service - every time
Free estimates by appointment

Stellar rV repair
269 Ne polk Station road, Dallas, Or 97338

Priscilla & John
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W
hen they were young, Chuck 
and Kendall Cates could 
almost always be found 
hunting around their family’s 
property near Pedee.

To the southwest of the homestead sat hun-
dreds of acres of foothills flocked in ash, maple 
and cottonwood trees. The Little Luckiamute 
River cuts through lush bottom land.

Hundreds of acres of foothills and the Little 
Luckiamute River provided countless scenic 
spots to explore, search and hunt. 

The brothers hiked every nook and cranny of 
the property in search of the grouse, pheasants 
and quail that were once naturally common 
here.

It’s of little surprise that, in 2006, the brothers 
turned their family’s land into a hunting pre-
serve.  Luckiamute Valley Pheasants (LVP) draws 
clients of all ages from across Oregon, Washing-

ton and beyond.
“The history has a bit to do with keeping the 

old family farm viable,” Chuck said. “When you 
are too small to be a viable commercial farm, 
you need to do something.” 

The brothers transformed a 315-acre parcel in 
southern Polk County in the Pedee area into an 
upland hunting preserve that they manage and 
stock with ringneck pheasants and the wilder 
Manchurian ringnecks.

“What the preserve does, more than anything 
else, is take advantage of the recreational 
aspects of a farming and forestry operation,” 
Chuck said. 

All birds are raised on site — a personal touch 
that allows hunters to have the most enjoyable 
experience possible. 

“We are not in the pheasant business, we 
are in the entertainment business,” Chuck said. 
“That is an important distinction. Our objective 

“We want birds that 
fly well and behave like 

wild birds.”
Chuck Cates

LVP 

From farm to hunters haven
LUCKIAMUTE VALLEY PHEASANTS OFFERS PRISTINE PRESERVE
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is to have a hunt that is as close as possible to 
a wild bird hunt, so we want birds that fly well 
and behave more like wild birds. That has led 
us to several things that make the raising more 
expensive, but produce a stronger and some-
what wilder bird.” 

LVP hosts a number of events, including North 
American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
tests, the Northwest English Springer Spaniel 
Club training day/open house and a Northwest 
Ladies Hunting Camp. 

In 2016, 641 hunters came to LVP, Chuck said. 
That number doesn’t include nonhunting family 
members who also came. 

What makes LVP so attractive?
It gives hunters something that is rare — a per-

sonal experience. The natural beauty only adds 
to it and makes LVP a must-see spot for hunters. 

“We don’t do half-day hunts, so the expe-
rience is more relaxed and unhurried,” Chuck 
said. “Most also like our family friendly atmo-
sphere and the relaxed experience. One other 
thing we do that most preserves don’t, is to 
allow single person hunts. 

“Just you and your dog. We do have some 
scheduling constraints for those hunts, but we 
understand the special relationship between an 
upland hunter and her dog.”

Hunter’s Haven
What: Luckiamute Valley Pheasants, a day-

use hunting preserve.
Where: 17115 Maple Grove Road, Monmouth 

(Pedee).
What you need: An Oregon Hunter’s License 

or a Private Preserve Hunting License, gear and 
an orange vest and hat. LVP has hunting dogs 
that assist in the hunt.

Price: $220 per hunter. There is an additional 
$50 per hunter charge if you do not have your 
own dog. 

Hunting without a dog is not allowed. A guide 
will assist with your first hunt free of charge.

Of note: There are no provided meals or 
accommodations. You may hunt with either 
an Oregon hunting license or a private hunting 
permit.

For more information: 503-838-4221; www.
lvpheasants.com.

“The history has a bit 
to do with keeping the 

old family farm viable.”
Chuck Cates

Owner, Luckiamute Valley Pheasants
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We grow unusual and rare trees,
shrubs, perennials and bulbs

from around the world.

Come visit our display garden
for ideas and inspiration.

Tues. - Sat. 9 - 5
Sun 10 - 4

Closed Monday

www.dancingoaks.com
17900 Priem Rd., Monmouth • 503-838-6058 

1315 E. Ellendale, Dallas

Monday - Friday  8am - 5:30pm

• FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
REPAIR

• Preventive Maintenance
• Computer Diagnostics
• Timing Belts • Brakes 
• Tune-ups • Electrical 

Mark (owner) 
and Spencer

• GUTTERS 
• ROOFING
• 5% Senior Discount

CCB# 97556  •  $150 Minimum Repairs

Our gutters come
in a Rainbow

of Colors

503-623-5350 or 503-931-9835

• Steel or aluminum prepainted 
• 4” & 5” K style gutter systems
• 6” Fascia gutter systems 
• Continuous gutters • 30 Colors  

Do-it-Yourselfer Materials
— FREE ESTIMATES —

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
• MANUFACTURED • APARTMENTS

Serving Polk County for 45 Years

All City
GUTTERING  &
ROOFING INC.
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Incorporated in 1874, 
Dallas grew into a town 

centered on timber.

A walk down memory lane
DALLAS HISTORY FULL OF NOTABLE CHARACTERS

T
he late — and somewhat infamous 
— Dallas citizen Fritz Meyer said Bat 
Masterson, an old west lawman and 
gambler who was friends with Wyatt 
Earp, used to stay in the Lovelady 

House in Dallas. 
Of course, Meyer owned the famed house at 

the time, and was known to stretch the truth 
some, said Dallas Historian Sue Rohde. 

“I would call him one of the more mod-
ern characters in Dallas history,” Rohde said 
of Meyer. “I think that he might have been 
responsible for some of the urban legends with 
Lovelady House, like that Bat Masterson used to 
stay there. But he didn’t of course.”

Meyer died in 2003 as he was restoring the 
Victorian home board-by-board. He is just one 
of a cast of characters running through Dallas’ 
history that Rohde affectionately recalls. 

William C. Brown is another.  Brown, who 

arrived in Dallas 1847, was a general store 
owner, but more famous for his annual widows’ 
banquet held on his birthday. 

The Dallas Observer described the party and 
its host in its Dec. 1, 1908, issue: “Eighty-four 
years old and looking hale enough to live to see 
one hundred, Hon. W. C. Brown, the ‘Uncle Bill’ 
who has come to be regarded all over Oregon, 
as a sort of an incarnation of Santa Claus, cele-
brated his birthday at the Dallas Hotel yesterday 
afternoon, with his famous annual banquet to 
the widows of the city; a banquet that has come 
to be regarded as one of the biggest events of 
the year in Dallas and whose fame has spread 
abroad until it is viewed with an almost equal 
amount of interest by residents of neighboring 
cities.”

Then, there are the Stafrin sisters, Ruby and 
Ida,the daughters of Stafrin Drug Store owner 
Conrad Stafrin. They were the town’s first ambu-
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Welcome to Dallas

Population: 15,345.
Elevation: 325 feet above sea level.
 City Hall: 187 SE Court St., 503-623-2338, 
www.ci.dallas.or.us.
 Visitor Services: Dallas Area Chamber of 
Commerce/Dallas Area Visitors Center, 119 SW 
Court St., 503-623-2564.
 Schools: Dallas School District — Lyle Elemen-
tary School (K-3), Oakdale Heights Elemen-
tary School (K-3), Whitworth Elementary 
School (4-5), LaCreole Middle School (6-8), 
Dallas High School (9-12), Morrison Campus 
(alternative high school).
 Parks: The city of Dallas has eight community 
parks and a trail system:
 Dallas City Park — Dallas City Park is the 
largest park in the city at 35 acres. The “new” 
entrance is located on Levens Street near 
Lyle Elementary. The “old” entrance near the 
Delbert Hunter Arboretum is on Academy 
Street. The park has facilities for gatherings 
large and small, including two shelters, two 
fireplaces, numerous barbecue pits, horse-
shoe pits, basketball hoops, a disc golf course 
and  paved trails.
 Roger Jordan Community Park — Located 
next to the Dallas Aquatic Center on South-

east LaCreole Drive. It consists of soccer fields, 
a baseball field, a skate park, two tennis 
courts and a picnic area.
 Birch Park — Intersection of Birch and Stump 
streets. New playground equipment recently 
was added, and the park also has two bas-
ketball hoops.
 Gala Park — Intersection of Uglow Avenue 
and Hankel Street. It features a basketball 
court, playground and a grassy area with a 
gazebo.
 Kingsborough Park — 101 SW Wyatt St. It 
features lots of wide-open spaces as well as 
two basketball hoops, walking paths and a 
playground. Restrooms are open during the 
summer.
 Rotary Park — 300 NE Fern Ave. The city has 
joined forces with the Dallas Rotary Club 
to upgrade the park with new playground 
equipment, walking paths and a basketball 
court.
 Walnut Park — 501 SE Walnut Ave. It is a small 
wooded area with a shaded creek and a 
bench.
 Central Bark — 920 SE Juniper St. behind the 
aquatic center. It is the city’s newest park and 
the only off-leash park for dogs. It has an 
enclosed area with a picnic table, water and 
mutt-mitt stations.

 Rickreall Creek Trail — The Rickreall Creek 
Trail will eventually run the length of the 
city east to west following the course of its 
namesake creek. It has rapidly taken shape in 
recent years, with new sections added each 
summer.

Three must-do activities in 
Dallas:

 1 — Pressed Coffee And Wine: The local “hot 
spot” in downtown always has something 
going on, from live music to comedy nights. 
Then, of course, there is the coffee roasted 
on site and an outstanding selection of local 
wine and beer.
 2 — Bounty Of The Season: Check out the 
Polk County Bounty Market, Dallas’ weekly 
farmers market, open May through Sep-
tember, for the freshest and tastiest berries, 
breads and veggies.
 3 — Rickreall Creek Trail System: The trail 
follows Rickreall Creek, flowing through the 
middle of the city. While not yet finished – the 
goal is to have the system span the city east 
to west – the completed sections offer beau-
tiful views.

lance drivers. 
Rohde said Dallas has had three Polk County 

courthouses, and the fate of the second one 
was the topic of speculation when it burned to 
the ground in 1898.

“Some believe it was kind of on purpose 
because there was a lot of talk amongst the 
people by then that they didn’t like the structure. 
It looked more like a southern mansion or some-
thing other than what they thought it should 
look like,” Rohde said. “Added to this general 
discussion the fact that when the courthouse 
burned down, the county clerk Eugene Hayter 
just happened to have the typewriter borrowed 
for the night.” 

It was the only typewriter in town at the time. 
In 1900, the historic part of the current court-

house opened. 
Wagon trains began arriving in the area in 

1843. Eventually, the settlement of Cynthian 
developed and was later changed to Dallas, in 
honor of George M. Dallas, the vice president to 
James K. Polk. 

Dallas was incorporated in 1874, and grew 
into a town centered around its timber mills. 
The Gerlinger family with H.L. Pittock and F.W. 
Leadbetter formed Willamette Valley Lumber 
Company in 1906, and the mill continued under 
one name or another until 2009.

The cast of characters have certainly 

changed, but Dallas remains essentially a small 
town with a strong sense of community, Rohde 
said. 

You will see that on display in Dallas’ sense 
of volunteerism, and its community festivals, 
including Freedomfest on July Fourth and Sum-
merfest in late July. 

Rohde said her father, Delbert Hunter, wrote 
an autobiography of his “small town stories” of 
Dallas. That was where her love of the town and 
its history began. 

“My dad, being born and raised in Dallas, 
always had a love for the community and talked 
a lot about his growing up and the different 
businesses at the time,” Rohde said. “It’s fun to 
go back through, because when he’s talking 
about himself and what is going on during the 
time period, he also talks about businesses or 
other people.”

“Dallas remains 
essentially a small town 

with a strong sense of 
community”

Sue Rohde
Dallas Historian
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Something for everyone! 
Antiques, collectibles, vintage

furnishings and decor; local artisan
made jewelry, gifts

and beauty
products. Both
boutique and
consignment

clothing.
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Sarah Jobe
Real Estate Broker Licensed in Oregon

503-559-1280 Office: 503-838-1141
sarahjobe@windermere.com

Joining Hearts & Homes 
It’s the perfect time to make your dreams a reality. Whether it’s 

your first home or your forever home, you are my priority and I’ll 
work with you and for you to ensure a positive home buying and 
selling experience. I take great satisfaction in 
helping others and delivering exceptional 
results. Please call or email me today.

Windermere/Western View Properties
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F
alls City Mayor Jeremy Gordon has only 
lived in the town for a few years, but 
he’s completely in love with Polk Coun-
ty’s smallest city. 

Gordon and his wife, Dana Schow-
alter, lived in Milwaukee, Wis., before she got an 
assistant professor post at Western Oregon Uni-
versity and he took a position with the University 
of Wisconsin that allowed him to work remotely. 

People have asked why they wanted to move 
from a big city to a tiny town. 

Gordon’s response: “Look around. It’s gor-
geous. Come on.”

He said his first experience with Falls City’s 
culture was soon after his family moved into a 
house on Dayton Street — coincidently known as 
the mayor’s house — and noticed a man in his 
yard eating figs off his tree. 

“I thought, well I better go introduce myself. 
He (the man) introduced himself and said, ‘I’ve 

been eating figs off this tree for about 30 years.’” 
Gordon said. “I was like ‘Wow.’ There’s a shared 
sense of community and ownership in a way.”

Take a tour around town with Gordon and 
you will see just how much he’s taken to the 
town and it to him. 

During a stop at the Bread Board, an artisan 
bakery on North Main Street, Gordon recalls 
how reassuring the owners John Volkmann and 
Keith Zinn were for him and his wife on their 
first visit, just a few weeks after moving to town. 
They were experiencing some doubts, but Zinn 
piled food on their table, and Gordon had a 
realization.

“Somehow, with this deliciousness in my 
mouth, I thought we’re going to be OK here,” he 
said. 

They’re more than OK. Gordon got involved 
in the community, and last year, was appointed 
mayor. 

“There’s a shared 
sense of community 

and ownership.”
Jeremy Gordon
Falls City Mayor 

CUTLINE

Small town, big heart
FALLS CITY OFFERS VIEWS, COMMUNITY AND CHARM
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“We just fell in love with the beauty and the 
quiet, and it’s affordable,” Gordon said. “It’s my 
first house and my dream house. We may never 
move away.” 

You don’t have to move to Falls City to dis-
cover its charm. 

Gordon said with the combination of the 
city’s namesake falls and extreme mountain 
biking and hiking at Black Rock Mountain Bike 
Area; The Bread Board and The Boondocks; and 
the charming Little Luckiamute Creekside Bed & 
Breakfast, Falls City makes a fantastic day trip or 
weekend getaway for out-of-towners.

He said he and his wife make the 7-minute 
drive up to BRMBA for a tough, but worth-it, 
climb to the top of the hill. 

“It’s breathtaking,” he said. “That’s our day 
hike.” 

At the first clearing at the beginning of the 
logging road trail up the hill, you can turn 
around for an incredible view of the hills sur-
rounding Falls City. 

While taking in the sight, Gordon said: “Some-
times I have to stop and remind myself that I live 
here.”

Welcome to Falls City
 Population: 960.
Elevation: 370 feet above sea level.
 City Hall: 299 Mill St., 503-787-3631, www.
fallscityoregon.gov.
 Schools: Falls City School District — Falls 
City Elementary School (K-8), Falls City High 
School (9-12).
 Parks: The city of Falls City has three commu-
nity parks:
 Michael Harding Memorial Park — Michael 
Harding Memorial Park is on the south side 
of the Little Luckiamute River falls. It is named 
for a city clerk who was killed in an accident 
in 1976.
 George Kitchen Memorial Park — George 
Kitchen Memorial Park, also known as Upper 
Park, is located just off Park Street. It has a 
large gazebo and access to electricity.
 Fay Wilson Memorial Park — Fay Wilson 
Memorial Park runs alongside the Little 
Luckiamute River opposite City Hall. It is also 
known as Riverside Park and Lower Park.
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Eagle Directories
Polk County Telephone Directory

147 SE Court St., Dallas, OR 97338 • 503-623-2373

Publishes
July 2018
Contact the 

Itemizer-Observer
503-623-2373
for more information.

• Margaux ext 110
• Erin ext 118
• Stacey ext 121
Visit online at

www.polkio.com/polk-directory/

Advertise in the 2018-2019 
Polk County Phone Directory!

It’s That Time!!!

It’s YOUR LOCAL Phone Book!
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Dallas Cinema, formerly the
Fox Theatre, now offers Beer,

Wine, Cider and Food.  
All Ages before 10pm. 

Visit us on Facebook 
and DallasCinema.com

$2 Additional for 3D

$6 M
atin

ee

Befo
re

 6
 p

m

$8 General

Admission

After 6 pm
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S
pirit Mountain Casino may be the 
unincorporated community of Grand 
Ronde’s — and the state’s — most 
popular tourist destination, but there’s 
plenty more to Grand Ronde than 

meets the eye.
Grand Ronde has a long and storied history. 

Tribal ancestors lived throughout the Willamette 
Valley, southern Oregon and the Oregon coast 
since time immemorial. They were moved to 
the Grand Ronde Reservation beginning in 1856 
after ceding most of what is now western Ore-
gon to the federal government in seven ratified 
treaties.

Federal recognition was taken away from 
the Tribe and it was terminated in 1954, but the 
Grand Ronde Tribe, through the work by Tribal 
members, friends and community allies, saw the 
tribe restored on Nov. 22, 1983.

Today, the tribe’s reservation and land hold-

ings total more than 12,000 acres.
The tribe’s story is on display in the Chachalu 

Tribal Museum & Cultural Center, 8720 Grand 
Ronde Road, which opened in 2014. The center 
features an exhibit detailing the tribe’s history 
and created an archive for cultural artifacts.

A second phase recently finished construction 
and the building now has a large, permanent 
exhibition display space, work rooms for curat-
ing public exhibits, artifact processing, special 
processing and freezer, long-term storage for 
cultural archives and work rooms for Tribal 
research.

The museum re-opened to the public on June 
1.

The name Chachalu means “the place of 
burnt timber,” in honor of what members of the 
Tualatin-Kalapuya Tribe named A part of the 
Grand Ronde area that had been destroyed by 
a wildfire.

The name Chachalu 
means “the place of 

burnt timber”

Discover Native culture
MUSEUM OFFERS CLOSER LOOK AT TRIBES’ HISTORY.
STORY AND PHOTOS BY DEAN RHODES
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The museum’s logo features a camas lily, 
a plant known for restoring itself after forest 
fires—a symbol for the tribe’s restoration after 
being “burnt” through placement on the reser-
vation and termination.

The tribe also hosts a number of unforgetta-
ble cultural events that are open to the public. 
Those include powwows in July and August, arts 
and crafts fairs at the casino and more.

In addition, 14 miles of public hiking trails on 

the Grand Ronde Reservation and the popular 
Big Buck campground are maintained by the 
tribe and make the area perfect for those look-
ing for an outdoor adventure. To use the camp-
ground, members of the public must obtain a 
pass at 503-879-2424.

Grand Ronde is also where you can find 
the 108-acre Fort Yamhill State Heritage Area, 
operated by Oregon State Parks. Fort Yamhill 
was a military outpost that was in operation 

from 1856-66 and established to protect and 
control Native Americans on the Grand Ronde 
reservation.

Also, located in Grand Ronde is the world-
class West Valley Veterans’ Memorial dedicated 
to those from the West Valley area who have 
served their country. The four black granite 
pillars represent the major branches of the U.S. 
armed forces and have more than 2,300 names 
etched into them. The tribe holds an annual 
ceremony to honor West Valley veterans every 
Memorial Day.

Whether you’re looking for a Las Vegas-style 
gaming experience, a trip to learn more about 
the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde and 
Native American history in Oregon, or to check 
out one of the many colorful cultural events, 
Grand Ronde offers a compelling mix of history 
and fun.

Welcome to Grand Ronde
Population: 2,000 (estimated).
Elevation: 344 feet above sea level.
Government Center: 9615 Grand Ronde Rd
 Visitor Services: Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde, 9615 Grand Ronde Road, Grand 
Ronde, 1-800-422-0232. Hiking trail maps are 
available at the Tribe’s Natural Resources 
Office, 47010 SW Hebo Road. Camping is 
permitted, but permits are required. Call 
1-503-879-2424 for more information.
 For more information about the area: Visit 
www.grandronde.org

Must-do activities
 1 — Spirit Mountain Casino: Catch a show or 
concert, have some fun at the poker tables or 
enjoy an exquisite meal from the Cedar Plank 
Buffet.
 2 — Competition Powwow: Check out some 
of the best dancers from the Pacific Northwest 
and across North America in this three-day 
event hosted by the Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde, Aug. 17-19.
 3 — Chachalu Tribal Museum & Cultural 
Center: Explore the history the Confeder-
ated Tribes of Grand Ronde at the museum’s 
historical exhibit.

Grand Ronde is also 
where you can find the 

108-acre Fort Yamhill 
State Heritage Area.
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June 22
Britnee Kellogg 
Country

July 13
Debra Arlyn & The Goodness
Soulful Pop - Youthful Energy

August 10
Cloverdale
Singer - Songwriter

August 24
Dancehall Days
80s Cover Band

August 31
Nate Botsford
Feel Good Music

1600 Oak Grove Road NW, Salem

All Concerts Doors
Open at 6 pm 
Concert Starts 

at 7pm 
Tickets $15 

Food, wine and beverages 
available for purchase. 

No outside food 
or beverages, please. 

Blankets and
low chairs allowed.

eolahillswinery.com
503-623-2405

Find us on  
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Luckiamute Valley Charter Schools is a K - 8, tuition-free
public school serving the Dallas, Monmouth - Independ-
ence, and Falls City communities. Busing is free and
available to those communities. LVCS offers very success-
ful research based reading, math, and writing programs.

We assess our students multiple times each year to moni-
tor growth and identify areas of concern. Our goal is to
teach responsibility centered discipline to each student,
helping them achieve success and become confident,
self-directed learners and leaders.

For more information please call 503-623-4837.

• Free Public School—No Tuition
• Free Busing from Dallas, Monmouth, Falls City

and Independence
• Small Class & School Setting
• MET AYP Designation
• Emphasis on Leadership Development
• Differentiated Instruction to Meet

Individual Student Needs
• Regular Assessments to Monitor

Student Achievement
• Targeted Interventions to Effectively

Address Student Needs
• Technology
     • Promethean Active White Boards
     • Interactive Student Devices
     • Document Cameras in Every Classroom
     • Computer Lab Access to all Levels
• Participation in Community Service and 

Sustainability Projects
• Robotics and STEM Programs
• Farm to School Program and Agricultural 

Units in a Rural Setting
• Instructional Assistant Available to all Classes
• Outdoor School
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T
he city of Independence began 
reinventing itself in the early 2000s, 
trying to turn what many saw as a 
rough-around-the-edges burg into 
something special.

It worked.
Stroll down Main Street on a summer week-

end, and you’ll see why this former river port is 
increasingly a draw for people in the Willamette 
Valley who want to get away without traveling 
too far.

A hotel is in development this year, expecting 
to open in May 2019, part of the Independence 
Landing project.

Most of the fun begins with Riverview Park, 
the town’s “living room.” The amphitheater, 
built in 2006, is packed with people for free 
movies and concerts all summer through the 
River’s Edge series. On the Fourth of July, people 
pour into the park for arguably the best view of 

fireworks to be found in the valley.
The efforts of the city and Independence 

Downtown Association to revitalize and rebrand 
the city can be seen by the lack of empty store-
fronts on Main Street.

There’s something in the air in downtown 
Independence. From new businesses to those 
who are coming soon — evidenced by the brown 
paper in the windows — to the potential of 
development on the riverfront, Independence is 
booming.

Independence was founded in 1845 and  
incorporated in 1874. Historic architecture 
abounds in the downtown area, and local 
businesses and developers have worked hard to 
preserve it.

Take a walk through Melting Pot and shops 
on C Street to see the work done in the Cooper 
Block Building, for example. Or see how Young 
Realty has renovated their old building space. 

Most of the fun begins 
with Riverview Park, the 

town’s “living room.”

Most of the fun begins 
with Riverview Park, the 

town’s “living room.”

From Hops to Gigs
HISTORIC TOWN REINVENTS ITSELF 
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The historic Foster’s building has gotten a care-
ful makeover, restoring failing brick work. 

With so much history, it’s a natural fit for 
stories to flow about the residents of these 
buildings in a rough-and-tumble river town. 
Each year, local resident and “parahistorian” 
Marilyn Morton leads willing guests on a Ghost 
Walk, spinning yarns about spectral sightings 
and activity. 

The town offers two farmers markets each 
summer, a smashing Fourth of July party, con-
certs, movies, and the Hop and Heritage festival, 
this year reframed as a block party.

Independence has one of highest percent-
ages of Latinos in Oregon, and as such, features 
a number of Mexican restaurants and shops, as 
well as a vibrant and well-attended Community 
Fiesta. 

The Independence State Airport and its 
adjacent airpark neighborhood are among the 
notable features on the north side of town. This 
subdivision is a community of pilots. Streets are 
intermingled with runways.

Having the airpark means antique aircraft 
fly-ins, hot air balloon launches, programs for 
would-be youth aircraft mechanics and pilots, 
including Young Eagles flights — and  some 
amazing pancake breakfasts — all organized by 
one of the most active chapters of the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association in the United States.

The city has become a favorable spot for 
cyclists and motorcycle enthusiasts. It’s also a 
convenient launching point to the Luckiamute 
State Natural Area and the Ankeny National 
Wildlife Refuge to the south and southeast. 
In response to that, the city established a bik-
er-boater campground right at Riverview Park.

From the early to mid-1900s, Independence 
was known as the Hop Capital of the World 

because of farms surrounding the city. That con-
nection lives on through nearby Rogue Farms 
Micro Hopyard in Buena Vista and the annual 
Hop and Heritage block party. 

Now, Independence is also known as a Gig 
City and has been heavily involved in ag tech-
nology, including a recent  experiment using 
sensors to track the hop harvest from field to 
brewery in Newport.

Come explore Independence. You won’t leave 
disappointed.

The city has become 
a favorable spot for 

cyclists and motorcycle 
enthusiasts. 

Welcome to Independence
Population: 8,600.
Elevation: 180 feet above sea level.
 City Hall: 555 S. Main St., 503-838-1212, www. 
ci.independence.or.us.
Visitor Services: Monmouth-Independence 
 Chamber of Commerce:355 Pacific Ave. N., 
Monmouth, 503-838-4268.
Library: 175 Monmouth St., 503-838-1811.
 Schools: Central School District — Indepe-
dence Elementary School (K-5), Talmadge 
Middle School (6-8), Central High School 
(9-12).
 Parks: Riverview Park — Riverview Park is 
located downtown between B and C streets 
alongside the Willamette River. It is the city’s 
largest park and features the Riverview Park 
Amphitheater, which hosts a summer movie 
and concert series. It also has a boat ramp, 
fountain and a large playground.
 John Pfaff Park — John Pfaff Park originally 
was known as Northgate Park and is located 
at the intersection of Hoffman and Gun Club 
roads. It has a playground, basketball court 
and picnic tables. 
 Mountain Fir Park — Mountain Fir Park is 
located off F Street between Seventh and 
Ninth streets. The land was formerly part 
of the Mountain Fir Lumber Mill but was 
donated to the city when the mill downsized 
in the early 1990s. It has picnic tables and lots 
of open spaces. The city has partnered with 
the Luckiamute Watershed Council to restore 
the South Fork of Ash Creek, home to salmon 
and trout. Polk County OSU Master Garden-
ers maintain a demonstration garden here, 
called Inspiration Garden. 
 Pioneer Park — Pioneer Park is located at the 
corner of Seventh and C streets. It has picnic 
tables, a playground and lots of tall, mature 
trees.
 Dog Park — Located on Grand Street, east 
of Highway 51, about a quarter mile north of 
downtown. It is the only off-leash park in Inde-
pendence, and was built through volunteer 
efforts.
 Bicycle Boater Campground — This basic 
camping area has five sites, each with a 
picnic table and bike rack. 
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15770 W Ellendale Rd, Dallas
www.daryllsnursery.com

503-623-0251

“We would like to give          
a BIG Thank You to our  loyal customers

and valued community for helping us remain part of  the community.”
Daryll values the many friends he has made over the past 26 years.”

• Bamboo • Trees & Shrubs • Perennials
• Ornamental Grasses • Hardy Ferns & Hostas 

• Assortment of Vines • Hardy Bananas 
• Humming Bird & Butterfly Attracting • Deer Resistant

• Drought Tolerant • Many varieties of Daylilies

Celebrating 26 years in Polk County. Daryll's Nursery
does their best to serve your needs by propagating and
selling new and exciting varieties of  hardy trees, shrubs,
perennials and ornamental grasses. They also grow the
unusual including bamboo, palms, and dinosaur food.
Other services they provide year round are tree and
shrub pruning and planting services. Fruit tree pruning
is available in winter months.
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From humble beginnings
based on affordable, 
trustworthy service, 
we have grown into a 
reliable resource your 
family can depend on. 
Rooted in our traditions, 
we stay firmly connected 
to the families we serve 
and the care we provide. 
We continue serving all faiths
and all families in the only
way we know how — by
staying true to our heritage.

Uollman Funeral Home
694 Main street

dallas oregon • 503-623-3286
www.bollmanfuneralhome.com

Polk County’s ONLY Family Owned Funeral Homes and Crematory

Funerals • Receptions • Cremation • Monuments

Dallas Mortuary Tribute Center
287 Washington Street

dallas oregon • 503-623-2325
www.dallastribute.com

EPC_bollman_2018  5/16/2018  6:49 PM  Page 1
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Monmouth is situated 
on the TransAmerica 

Trail, frequented by 
cyclists traveling from 

coast to coast...

Small town bliss
MONMOUTH FEATURES CULTURE, CUISINE, COMMUNITY

Most know Monmouth because of its 162-year 
bond with Western Oregon University, a major 
part of the community.

Random fact lovers are aware that it was 
the last dry town in Oregon — and one of the 
last in the Western United States — until 2002 
when voters agreed to allow beer and wine. In 
2010, Martinis for Monmouth was passed, and 
now the city not only has full-service bars and 
restaurants, but also touts four recreational and 
medical marijuana shops in town.

Take the time to turn off the beaten path of 
Highway 99W; Monmouth is a community both 
tranquil and vibrant.

Monmouth comes alive with an eclectic mix 
of rock, bluegrass and other genres during the 
summer Music in the Park series, sponsored by 
the Monmouth Business Association. Jazz per-
meates the community every August, when the 
prestigious Mel Brown Summer Jazz Workshop 

comes to WOU.
Monmouth’s park system is a source of pride. 

It features 10 pristinely manicured large and 
“pocket” parks. An amphitheater was recently 
completed in Main Street Park, along with new 
facilities and a recycling system for the splash 
fountain, which is a draw for kids — and their 
guardians — on hot summer days. At Madrona 
Park, the city continues to plant trees in the 
arboretum that surrounds a roughly half-mile 
paved trail.

Don’t let the small-town charm fool you. 
Monmouth’s downtown is home to some of 
the best pizza and Chinese food on offer. Sing 
Fey has an entire menu specially designed for 
foreign exchange students from China who 
are studying at WOU — they know if they want 
a true taste of home, they only have to walk to 
Sing Fey.

The town also boasts delicious espresso and 
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coffee shops, wine and tap houses, and quaint 
hardware and floral shops, not to mention 
pretty amazing retail spaces.

Monmouth is situated on the TransAmerica 
Trail, frequented by cyclists traveling from coast 
to coast, and is home to the only bike shop in 
the county. One of Monmouth’s citizen commit-
tees acquired the grant funding to install two 
bike repair stations in town, and is in the process 
of establishing a biker campground at Gentle 
Woods Park, right on the TransAmerica Trail — 
Highway 99W. In that same neighborhood, if 
you look, you’ll notice some strange residents: 
peafowl. The peacocks lose their splendid tail 
feathers each summer, and grow them back 
in spring for mating season. Roughly a dozen 
peafowl call their home in the Gentle Woods 
Park neighborhoods.

On the east end of Highway 99W, you’ll find 
another unique neighborhood in Edwards 

Addition, a collection of cottages, row houses, 
and craftsman-style homes with deep porches 
and village green. The developers of Edwards 
Addition reserved a couple of acres to create 
a neighborhood farm, where a pair of farmers 
contract to supply residents — and beyond — 
boxes of fresh produce throughout the growing 
season.

Monmouth benefits from its connection to 
WOU, which grows stronger through the work 
of a citizen committee. WOU is a comprehensive 
liberal arts school with about 6,200 students. Its 
local presence means Monmouth annually hosts 
a number of lectures, world-class music and 
dance performances, NCAA Division II sports, 
and a variety of student-coordinated events 
that are free and open to the public.

Welcome to Monmouth
Population: 9,726.
Elevation: 214 feet above sea level.
 City Hall: 151 Main St. W., 503-838-0722, www.
ci.monmouth.or.us.
 Visitor Services: Monmouth-Independence 
Chamber of Commerce, 355 Pacific Ave. N., 
Monmouth. 503-838-4268.
Library: 168 Ecols St. S., 503-838-1932.
 Schools: Central School District — Ash Creek 
Elementary School (K-5), Monmouth Elemen-
tary School (K-5), Talmadge Middle School 
(Independence) (6-8), Central High School 
(Independence) (9-12).
 Parks: Monmouth prides itself on its parks 
system, which features 10 pristinely-mani-
cured large and “pocket” parks.
 Cherry Lane Park — Cherry Lane Park is at 
Cherry Lane, Ackerman Street and Whiteman 
Street. It has a playground with benches.
 Gentle Woods Park — Gentle Woods Park is at 
the intersection of Myrtle Drive, Olive Way and 
High Street. It is mostly wooded with a large 
picnic shelter, horseshoe pits, playground 
equipment and restrooms.
 Madrona Park — Madrona Park is located 
along Madrona Street and Edwards Road. A 
half-mile paved walking trail was built in 2015, 
along with a network of graveled trails in the 
interior. The park has been the recipient of 
many new trees to create a young arbore-
tum. It has a picnic shelter, basketball court, 
playground equipment and a large paved 
gathering area.
 Street Park — Main Street Park is located in 
downtown Monmouth. It is one full city block 
and features a permanent amphitheater, 
gazebo, playground, picnic tables, pathways 
and a water fountain.
 Monmouth Recreational Park — Monmouth 
Recreational Park is located off Hogan Road 
and west of the City Public Works Department 
headquarters. It has fields for softball and 
baseball, two tennis courts and restrooms.
 Winegar Park — Winegar Park is located at 
Ecols Street and Suzanna Avenue. It has a 
basketball court, playground, benches and 
pathways.
 “Pocket Parks” — Monmouth has four mini 
parks that are .67 acres or smaller. Southgate 
Park at Southgate Drive and Josephine Street 
has a basketball court, benches and a play-
ground. La Mesa Park is east of Heffley Street 
and south of Bentley Street. It has a basket-
ball court, benches and a playground. White-
sell Park is at the western end of Catherine 
Court. It has a basketball court, benches and 
a playground. Marr Park is at Jackson Street 
and Marr Court. It has a playground, horse-
shoe pits and a small, landscaped garden.
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Quality work, dependable, courteous, conscientious, complete excavation services for homes, additions, barns and
shops. Including driveway construction and maintenance, land grading, rock walls, septic systems, underground
utilities, dump trucking. Free estimate and references available. 

Contact Ole Bergman Excavating Inc today.

In Dallas since 2002  •  olebergman@msn.com

CCB# 152926  DEQ# 38311503-623-4505
503-508-3414

Including a digital
component in your 
advertising campaign
will bring measurable
results allowing you 
to maximize your 
investment. 

Let us show you 
how digital advertising
can help you achieve
revenue goals that
grow and sustain 
your business.

Call today for a complimentary digital consultation.
Margaux 503-623-2373, ext.110
Erin 503-623-2373, ext. 118
Stacey 503-623-2372, ext. 121
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I
n rural Polk County, Western Oregon Univer-
sity (WOU) serves as a bustling academic 
and cultural center. 

WOU, the oldest public university in 
Oregon, has traditionally been known as a 

leader in training teachers. The College of Edu-
cation has earned numerous national awards 
and recognition. For the past couple of decades, 
WOU has flourished as a liberal arts institution 
with popular majors of business, criminal justice, 
and psychology. 

WOU also hosts a satellite campus for 
Oregon Health and Science University’s nursing 
program. The Research Institute has been a part 
of WOU since 1989 and leads research in educa-
tion, human services and health. 

The university offers the Western Tuition 
Choices, which provides two tuition options to 
save now or save later. The Tuition Promise lets 
students pay a bit more their first year, but it 
locks in that rate over the course of four years. 
The Traditional Plan will pay a bit less their first 
year, but the tuition rate grows each year. 

WOU also provides a variety of programs 
to support first-generation and low-income 
students on their path to graduation like the 
Student Enrichment Program. For the past eight 
years, WOU has received annual recognition 
for outstanding advising from the National 
Academic Advising Association: The Global 

Community for Academic Advising. 
Beyond academics, WOU is a place for the 

community to enjoy art, culture, social, and 
athletic events. For the art lovers, there are 
numerous artist series and recitals by the music 
department, theater and dance productions 
throughout the year, and the Smith Fine Arts 
Series that brings well-known performers to 
Monmouth. There are rotating exhibits within 
the art galleries of Campbell Hall, Werner Uni-
versity Center, and Hamersly Library. 

For the lifelong learners, there are several 
speakers series throughout the year sponsored 
by disciplines like social sciences and gerontol-
ogy. There’s also a Community Lecture Series 
hosted by the Center for Academic Innovation.  

For the sports fan, there are National Col-
legiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II 
athletics events happening all year, along with 
tailgating before many of the games. WOU 
often hosts conference and regional champion-
ships for NCAA and the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference. Plus there are games year-round 
for the various club sports teams like rugby and 
lacrosse. 

WOU also hosts a variety of special events 
throughout the year. Campus events are listed 
at WOU.edu.

More than just a university
WOU OFFERS COMMUNITY CHANCE TO GET INVOLVED
STORY AND PHOTOS BY LISA CATTO

There are numerous 
artist series and recitals, 

theater and dance 
productions throughout 

the year.
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“Let’s do a bed and 
breakfast. Nobody has 

done anything like that.”
David Radke

Owner, Little Luckiamute Creekside B&B

W
hen David Radke first looked 
at the property at 246 S. Main 
St. in Falls City, he saw some-
thing most people wouldn’t: A 
bed and breakfast. 

At the time, the home on the property — most 
of it built in 1907 with an addition in the back — 
looked like its best days were behind it.

“It had an old rickety front porch on it. No 
foundation. A one-car garage,” Radke recalled. 
“The back was worse than the 1907 part of it. It 
was scary horrible.”

Radke told the property owners Paul and Judy 
Ward his vision for the house and its Little Luck-
iamute River frontage, and they agreed to put 
up the financing to make it reality. The Wards, of 
Dallas, are longtime community members and 
friends of Radke and his wife, Cheryl.

“They are the greatest,” David said. “She was 
a teacher of mine years back, and I just think the 

world of them.”
While he had a green light to get to work, 

Radke said he had one more person to convince 
that his dream would work: Cheryl.

“I said, ‘Let’s do a bed and breakfast. Nobody 
has done anything like that.’ You’ve got the 
mountain bike thing,” he said, referring to 
nearby Black Rock Mountain Bike Area. “We 
brainstormed a bit.” 

What came out of their planning is Little Luck-
iamute Creekside Bed & Breakfast, a four-room 
bed and breakfast. It required a painstaking 
remodel of the existing house and an addition 
to accommodate guests. 

The approximately 2,000-square feet of B&B 
includes one king bedroom, two queen bed-
rooms and a four-bed bunk room. Guests have 
shared access to a full kitchen, TV room and 
two bathrooms. Those staying at Little Luck-
iamute are treated to a beautiful view and the 

A room with a river view
B&B OFFERS SMALL-TOWN GETAWAY
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soothing sounds of the namesake river flowing 
at the edge of the property. 

The Radkes live in a separate part of the bed 
and breakfast and lease back to the Wards. 

“We don’t have a licensed kitchen yet, but 
there’s always bagels. There’s pancake mix. My 
wife stocks it with fruit, coffee.” 

David said Cheryl still has another few years 
before she retires from Oregon State University, 

so they aren’t ready to plunge into cooking just 
yet.

“Believe it or not, we’re getting calls,” David 
said. “We just got our license.” 

To cater to the mountain bikers, there’s hot 
and cold water on the outside so riders can 
clean the mud off their bikes — and themselves. 
One of the rooms has a bike theme in recogni-
tion of the popularity of the sport. 

Another room has a nautical theme. 
“Paul worked as a commercial fisherman for 

years, so we thought it would be fun,” David 
said. 

He said they may develop wine tours and a 
local horse owner is putting together a horse-
back riding package to give guests more to do 
during their stay. David said he’d learn how to 
kayak the Little Luckiamute and would offer that 
service to guests, too. 

David said Falls City residents have been 
welcoming and supportive of the venture — even 
giving the couple a round of applause when the 
city council approved the B&B’s land use permit. 

“There’s great people in this town,” David 
said. 

He said having grown up in Dallas, the 
regional pecking order went like this: People in 
Salem would make fun of Dallas. Residents of 
Dallas would extend that courtesy to Falls City. 
Finally, Falls City, would look down upon the 
former town of Valsetz.

Now that he lives in Falls City, David said that 
was based on misconceptions. 

“People just laugh at me when I say that I’m 
here to stay in Falls City. I’m here,” David said. 
“They laugh, but you know what? The people 
are great.” 

Now, David and Cheryl hope they can repay 
the kindness they’ve received. 

Home away from home

 What: Little Luckiamute Creekside Bed & 
Breakfast
Where: 246 S. Main St., Falls City
 Contact: 503-539-7558, 541-979-3245 or 
www.littleluckiamutecreeksidebnb.com
Of note: Call for room rates.

“People just laugh at 
me when I say that I’m 

here to stay in Falls City. 
I’m here.”

David Radke
Owner, Little Luckiamute Creekside B&B
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Publications | Marketing Materials | Graphic Design

Contact us for a FREE quote: EagleMediaLab.com

Good Design is 
Good Business.

First American Title Company of Oregon

We are Polk County’s only local, full service title & escrow company.

807 Main St., Dallas • 503-623-5513

Jennifer, Lauren, Kami, Jessi and Sam 

Friendly, local service 
you can trust.
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Creative, helpful and professional 
service from start to finish — that’s the

Paving Stone Connection difference!

will take you from indoor life
to OUTDOOR LIVING!

Paving Stone Connection 

Over 25 Years of  Experience
serving Polk County and

surrounding areas!
“A beautiful paver job. Very, very 

happy with it!” — Edie Vanderzanden
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B
eer is more than hops. It’s a commu-
nity — and Polk County is smack dab in 
the middle of a beer lover’s dream. 
Whether taking an up-close look at 
how beer is brewed or just wanting 

to sit back and enjoy a cold one, Polk County 
is your spot for any kind of beer activity you 
desire — from a variety of pubs and restaurants 
to Rogue Farms, a brewery in Independence 
with 52 acres of hops, as well as marionberries, 
pumpkin and cucumber fields. 

Of course, where you decide to go for your 
beer will depend on what you’re looking for. 

A kickback atmosphere? A raucous one? How 
‘bout a place with lots of beer and good food, 
too? The beer culture embodies  something 
different depending on which experience you 
want, but at the end of the day, a beer lover only 
wants one thing: finding a beer to make the 
taste buds sing. 

Featuring 65 beers, ciders, wines,and  kom-
bucha on tap, West Valley Taphouse takes pride 
in serving locally-sourced products. For the 
teetotaler, root beer and other crafted sodas 
also are available.

“We try to keep a selection from all over — 
everything’s microbrew,” owner Sam Dufner 
said. “We try to pride ourselves on the best stuff, 
harder to get stuff. And we’re very picky.”

Choosing which brews to feature requires 

Dufner to go out and taste as much beer as he 
can to find the ones that will best fit with the 
community at West Valley. 

“I taste-test everything,” he said. “I’ll sample 
20 beers for every one that I bring in.” 

That’s a lot of beer. 
“It’s a hard job, but somebody’s gotta do it,” 

Dufner added, laughing. 
The Taphouse, which is has been in Dallas for 

two and a half years, holds to a philosophy of 
keeping everything they serve, including food, 
as local as possible, Dufner said. The result is 
a regular clientele, a community of beer lovers 
who know they’re getting the best when they sit 
down at the counter. 

It’s why Dufner goes local and features 
smaller breweries. 

“I can go to the brewery and try the beers and 
be selective,” Dufner said. “The smaller brew-
eries tend to put more emphasis on quality. I’m 
definitely a beer geek so I appreciate that.” 

The taps rotate often, but every March, 
customers get to vote on their favorite beer in a 
“March Madness” style competition. Whichever 
beers wins stays on tap for an entire year. 

It’s another way to get people involved — as if 
featuring delicious beer wasn’t enough. 

“When people come in, it’s a very social, open 
community,” Dufner said. “They enjoy that nice 
environment, that nice beer.” 

Microbrew for you

What: West Valley Taphouse
Where: 957 Main St, Dallas, OR, 97338
 For more information: To get a feel for the 
place before even going in, check out www.
westvalleytaphouse.com

Beer brings ‘em in
POLK COUNTY FINDS CULTURE IN HOPS
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From Headaches to Injuries
And Everything In Between

Chiropractic may be the solution you need.

503-831-4820
306 Main St, Dallas, OR

• Award Winning 
Wines

• Concerts in the
Fieldhouse

• Party while you 
Paint 

• Wine Club • Yoga • Much more

8175 Buena Vista Rd • Independence
503-428-7115

Come stop by our tasting room and see why
Redgate is a favorite place for many!
Visit us online at redgatevineyard.com

EPC_redgate_2018  5/16/2018  6:46 PM  Page 1

Riding MOWERS
FS38

Gas Trimmers

Yard 
Boss

Push 
MOWERS

1145 SW Oakdale, Dallas • 503-623-5116
M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-2

WE REPAIR MOST MAKES & MODELS
• Mowers • Weedeaters • Chainsaws

• Rototillers • Oil Changes 
• Blade Sharpening • & More!

Dallas Automotive Service
12835 Westview Dr,  Dallas

503-623-2290

Hours: Mon-Fri  
8 am-5:30 pm

www.dallasautomotiveservice.com 

12835 Westview Dr
(Near the Nesmith
Readniess Center)
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D
on’t wait too long to go in and 
try that beer you’ve been hearing 
about: The 26 taps at Yeasty Beasty 
rotate consistently. 

Of course, there are the staples 
that stay on all the time, such as: Hop Venom 
from Boneyard, Dead Guy from Rogue, Tanger-
ine Wheat of Lost Coast Brewery and Pacific 
Pineapple from 2 Towns Ciderhouse. 

Jason Waggoner, manager of Yeasty Beasty, 
is in charge of which beers come on tap. 

“I try and keep a couple hoppy singles, some 
hoppy doubles,” Waggoner said, “and then 
at the same time I try to fill up with the New 
England styles, which are pretty popular right 
now, hazy beers, just a full spectrum of the IPA 
world in there, try to satisfy everyone’s palates.” 

Going with smaller breweries has been a 
decision for Yeasty Beasty since they opened 
their doors, because “it really draws in people 

from the area,” Waggoner said. “We’re a craft 
pizza place, so what goes better with craft pizza 
than craft beer?” 

Having a variety of microbrews on tap helps 
to add to that beer community, and Waggoner 
says he sees it all the time at his counter. 

“Every time someone’s sitting there, they’ll talk 
about favorite beers. You see people who are 
really into craft beer who won’t drink anything 
else — refuse. It’s a lot of fun if you get into it.” 

A perfect pair
YEASTY BEASTY SPECIALIZES IN PIZZA AND BEER

Keeping it local

What: Yeasty Beasty
Where:  167 Main St W, Monmouth, OR, 97361
 For more information: visit their website, 
www.yeastybeasty.com

“What goes better 
with craft pizza than 

craft beer?”
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A 
relatively new business, Brew 
Coffee and Taphouse sits on the 
corner of Main Street in downtown 
Independence. 

A small backyard patio behind 
the restaurant looks out to the Willamette River, 
where you can sit during the sunny months, 
sampling different beers. 

The restaurant offers 12 rotating taps, 
manager Heather Jones said, and tries to offer 
something for everyone — IPA, double IPAs, a 
porter or stout, and then lighter beers, like a 
pilsner or hefeweizen, as well as a seasonal beer 
and a couple ciders. 

“We try not to have anything on for too long. 
We like to mix it up, so everyone gets a variety,” 
Jones said. Staying local is the name of the 
game for Brew. 

“We do venture into California and Wash-
ington, but we do try to get as much as we can 

in Oregon,” Jones said. “There are so many 
breweries around here, supporting locally is an 
important factor for us.”

Their food and coffee, even their merchan-
dise, are all local, too, which helps to create a 
culture — customers can feel confident knowing 
what they eat and drink was chosen with care. 

“If we hear a recommendation from a cus-
tomer, we look into it. If they come in and love 
a specific beer, we try to bring it in,” Jones said. 
Otherwise, they visit breweries around the area, 
and collaborate with their reps on which beers 
to feature. 

The community in Brew is mixed, Jones said. 
She has customers who come in only wanting 
Coors Light, or those who come in with only a 
taste for wine. But there are always the beer 
lovers who come in with a palate for undertones 
and really get into it, she said.

Local brews for local folks
INDY’S BREW HAS VARIETY OF CHOICES

Something for everyone

What: Brew Coffee and Taphouse
Where: 211 S Main St, Independence, OR, 97351
 For more information: Visit their website 
to see their full beer and food menu: www.
brewcoffeeandtaphouse.com
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• Emergency Service • FREE Estimates • Repairs • Remodels  
• Troubleshooting • Generator Backup Systems • LED Lighting

CCB# 77014

LOCATED IN AND SERVING DALLAS & SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1990
PO Box 594
Dallas, OR 97338
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We’ve Been Part of  Your
World Since 1875!

And we’ll continue to be there for you!

503-623-2373   www.polkio.com
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Take a tasting journey 
DISCOVER POLK COUNTY’S WINE

T
he only thing you need to know 
about wine is whether or not you 
like it. When you go wine tasting for 
the first time, swirl it, smell it, taste it 
and decide. One of the beauties of 

the wine industry is how unpretentious our wine 
makers and wine owners are. You don’t have to 
know anything about wine — how the weather 
affects grapes, how they are harvested, what 
kind of yeast is used — to go wine tasting in Polk 
County. All you have to do is tip the glass toward 
your face and decide if you like it or not. 

Wine makers — who you often get to meet 
at tasting rooms — or winery owners or tasting 
room managers are happy to tell you as much 
as you want to know about their offerings. But 
it’s more than education: they’re happy to see 
you discover their wines and find one you really 
love.

Oregon grows amazing pinot noir, made 

semi-famous by the movie, “Sideways,” that 
came out in 2004. In the film, Paul Giamatti talks 
about how delicate the pinot noir grape is. For 
wine makers in Polk County, it’s a blessing and 
a curse. 

The blessing is that pinot noir can taste dif-
ferent, have a different mouth feel and a variety 
of surprising and pleasant flavors pop through, 
depending on the year and location of the 
grapes themselves. Some grapes are constantly 
exposed to the sun, wind and rain, while other 
lots are more protected. The truth is, pinot noir, 
like other red wine grapes, produce a better 
fruit when life is not easy. Vines planted in deep 
top soil are not going to give as good a fruit as 
those planted in rocky soil under more stressful 
conditions for the plant.

Pinot noir grows well in Oregon, which is one 
reason it is a favorite of local wine makers. But 
they do not stop there. They play with white 

Wherever you go, 
you won’t be 

disappointed by 
the hospitality.
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varietals and purchase or trade for merlots and 
tempranillo and Marchall Foch to make some 
deep reds. These deeper red wine grapes grow 
readily in Washington and central Oregon in the 
Rogue Valley. 

Many white varietals also thrive in Polk 
County, including Riesling, chardonnay, and 
Gewurztraminer, in addition to pinot gris and 
pinot blanc. 

Wine makers have taken these white grapes 
and made them into lovely sparkling varieties, 

some in the old tradition of Champagne, but 
unable to label it as such because these grapes 
were not grown in the Champagne region of 
France.

More than 30 wineries make Polk County their 
home. Many have tasting rooms open through-
out the summer or by appointment, while a 
couple dozen stay open for tastings year-round.

Aside from organized art and wine walks, 

locals have an amazing opportunity in their 
backyard. Oregon’s wine industry is old enough 
to produce world-class wines, but young 
enough to not charge an arm and a leg for tast-
ings—unlike what has happened in Napa Valley.

In fact, many of our wineries are associated 
with a passport program. There are two: one 
for the Willamette Valley Wine Trail, consisting 
of seven wineries, and one for more Benton 
County wines, but including Namaste, Airlie and 
Emerson wineries.

Passports do not cost much, generally $25, 
and offer the holder of said passport free wine 
tastings at a number of wineries — which gener-
ally run $10 at each winery. Tastings at all seven 
of the wineries that make up the Willamette 
Valley Wine Trail more than make up for the 
investment.  

The passports are usually available in the 
late summer, early fall time-frame. It is a great 
chance for locals to spend time at Polk County 
wineries. Get to know the owner or wine maker 
and find out if you have a favorite. 

Once you find out who you like, all of our 
wineries in Polk County offer some kind of a 
wine club — a chance to support your local wine 
maker and feel like you’re really part of some-
thing special.

Wine clubs tend to offer a discount on wines, 
free wine tastings year-round, and special 

events, such as pairings of food and wine at 
dinners. Different wineries in the area offer dif-
ferent deals. Some ask you to make a purchase 
quarterly, while others ask you to purchase wine 
twice a year. You decide how much wine you 
buy to be a member of the wine club—anywhere 
from two bottles to 12.

Before you make your final decision about 
which wine club to join, don’t forget to wander 
off the beaten trail and visit some of the more 
remote wineries, such as Cherry Hill or Cuban-
isimo, which crafts a pinot gris that tastes like 
honey crisp apples. 

Wherever you go, you won’t be disappointed 
by the hospitality shown at each winery in Polk 
County, the varieties and quality of wines, and 
the amazing views to be had at each location.

Pinot noir grows well 
in Oregon, which is one 
reason it is a favorite of 

local wine makers.
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Broker

Windermere / Western View Properties

Licensed in the State of Oregon

I’m a full time
local agent ready
to help you with
your Real 
Estate needs.

Committed, Energetic Service
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“Your Family
Jeweler in Dallas

since 1959”

Across the street
from the 

Polk County
Courthouse

� Custom Creations � Diamonds
� Gemstones � Fine Jewelry � Wedding Sets

� In-house Repairs - Jewelry & Watches

837 MAIN  •  DALLAS  •  503-623-3117
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 pm • Sat 9-4 pm

503-623-8143
Home • Auto

Farm • Life • Health
Business • Bonds

“A fourth generation agency 
serving Polk County Since 1910”

398 E. Ellendale - Dallas
www.cravenwoodsins.com

Over 100 Years of Service

Mutual of Enumclaw – Liberty Mutual – Safeco
Travelers – Sublimity – Progressive
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Homemade without the mess
POLK COUNTY RESTAURANTS SERVE UP QUALITY FOOD

P
olk County does a lot of things well 
— including food. Breakfast, lunch or 
dinner, you have your options. And the 
cool thing about eating in Polk County 
is that you’ll find more than just a 

menu with good food, you’ll find businesses that 
were built on the idea of treating customers like 
family.

Taters Café 
Taters Café could be described as a hole-

in-the-wall, and just from looking at it, you 
wouldn’t expect anything special — but places 
like that often provide the best experiences. 

For starters, the food is locally sourced and 
homemade, said owner Rachel Phelps, which 
helps to add to the hometown feel that Dallas 
encompasses. 

It’s got character too, a hodge-podge feel 
with mismatched cups and furniture, and cus-

tomers who come in at least once, if not twice, 
daily. 

When she first bought the business in 2011, 
Phelps said she would be getting up at 3 a.m. to 
start producing the menu for the day; she did 
this for about six months nonstop. 

“It got a bit wearing,” she said, but the grow-
ing business and the regulars who come in every 
morning, sometimes twice a day, was worth it, 
she said.

“There’s an instant sense of community 
there,” Phelps said. “It’s a place where people 
feel like they’re in their grandma’s house.”

The restaurant is small but Phelps says that’s 
what makes it what it is.

“In the mornings,” she said, “right around 9 
or 10 a.m., it has this sound — of really happy 
people. The clangs of the utensils, outbursts 
of laughter and chit chat, and it has this really 
good feeling. It’s the intimacy that makes it 

“Those are things that 
stand out and you can 

tell the difference.”
Rachel Phelps

Owner, Taters Café
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special.”
As the café grows in popularity, Phelps says 

she plans on making some changes. 
“We’ve got some big plans for it this year,” she 

added, “remodeling, increasing the size of the 
back patio, and a few new menu items. But the 
soul of what it is will remain exactly the same.”

The menu is traditional American cuisine, and 
is open daily from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Pink House Café
You may not know it was a place to eat — 

from a distance you would think it was just a 
beautiful, bright pink home feet from the Inde-
pendence Cinema. 

Serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner, the Pink 
House Café offers soups, salads, sandwiches, 
entrées, pasta and amazing desserts.

“The menu has a little bit of everything in 
there,” manager Brenda Farley said. The original 
owner of the café, Paul Ritter, wanted a menu 
that contained something for every customer’s 
taste buds.

While the pricing is a little higher, it is most 
definitely worth it because you don’t just get 
good food — you get an atmosphere that is 
warm and inviting. Being family owned prob-
ably has something to do with that, and when 
you sit down to enjoy a meal, you’re not just a 
guest: you’re a part of the family. 

Maria and Jorge Hernandez-Soto took own-
ership of the restaurant after Ritter wanted to 
retire, and now they run the café alongside their 
children. 

Farley said she enjoys working with family. 
“It’s fun,” she said, “it has its up and its down,” 

but at the end of the day, she said she would 
take working with family over a stranger any 
day.

Yeasty Beasty 
Established in 2012 by Thomas Jones and his 

wife, Carmen, Yeasty Beasty is quite popular 
already around Polk County. Known for using 
organically grown vegetables, locally-sourced 
meats and cheeses, its homemade pizza dough, 
and a lengthy beer list, this pizza joint serves 
everyone from the local college kid to little ones. 

Every day, you can expect a chef’s special 
pizza, and daily specials are available from 
opening to 4 p.m., with the option of a Chef’s 
Special slice for $2.99, or a lunch combo, which 
includes any slice and a mini house salad for 
$6.99. 

The chef’s specialty pizzas are always unique, 
with the idea of frequently giving customers 
something new to try. 

“Most mornings, for about a half hour, I’ll sit 
there and shoot ideas around with the cook,” 
Manager Jason Waggoner said, keeping things 

in mind like the ingredients they have on hand 
that day, and making sure they don’t repeat any 
ingredients they used the day prior. 

It can be a completely spontaneous decision, 
Waggoner said. But whether they make a deci-
sion an hour before they open or 10 minutes, “it 
always works out well,” he said.

Taters Café
When: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 683 SE Jefferson St, Dallas, 97338
 Must-try Item: Chicken-Fried steak, and Bis-
cuits and Gravy; both items are homemade 
from scratch daily.

Pink House Café
 When: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sunday.
Where: 242 D St, Independence, 97351
 Must-try Item: The curry — either the sand-
wich-based curry salad or the chicken curry 
salad with grains.

Yeasty Beasty
When: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily
Where: 167 Main St W, Monmouth, 97361
 Must-try Item: Bacon Mac pizza, sold every 
Tuesday. But make sure you get it while it’s 
hot!

“People call in their 
Bacon Mac pizza in the 

morning just to make 
sure it doesn’t sell out”

Jason Waggoner
Manager, Yeasty Beasty
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To learn more call:  Shellie Berry, Director of Admissions 
and Marketing for Assisted Living, Memory Care and Health Center or
Lindsey Horton, Sales and Marketing Director for Independent Living
Terri Zimmerman, Receptionist

• Health Center/Rehab • Out Patient Therapy 
• Skilled Nursing • Assisted Living 

• Memory Care Center 
• Independent Living 
• Lodge Residences 
• Garden Homes

A Non-Profit Community Founded in Christ 
Since 1947.  All Faiths Are Welcome.

EPC_dallas retirement village_2018  5/16/2018  6:44 PM  Page 1
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Full Lunch and 
Dinner Menu 

with Daily Specials
• KARAOKE • POOL
• SHUFFLE BOARD 

• PAINTING WORKSHOPS
Find us on Facebook for schedules

Hours: T/W/Th/Sun 11am-10pm Fri & Sat 11am - 12 midnight • CLOSED Monday

EPC_boondocks_2018  5/16/2018  6:52 PM  Page 1
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F
ive pools — and plenty of fun — await 
you at the Dallas Aquatic Center, 
whether you are wanting to get in a 
workout or just splash around during 
recreational swim hours. 

“During rec swim, the fountain’s on, the slide 
is on, the diving board is open,” said DAC Man-
ager Gretchen Noll said. “We always have one 
lap lane available for use.”

The center has five pools, a leisure pool with 
a fountain and lazy river; a therapy pool; lap 
pool with the center’s 14-foot high, 105-foot long 
slide, a wadding pool for little ones; and spa. 

The center offers exercise options galore 
with 32 classes ranging from deep water (no 
touching the bottom of the pool) to raging river 
(running the river with and against the current). 

Classes and rec swim times vary, so check 
www.ci.dallas.or.us/83/Dallas-Aquatic-Center.

Dallas Aquatic Center has special events, 
such as Tot Time (Fridays caregiver and child for 
$3.50), adult water volleyball (Friday mornings) 
and moonlight swims (full moons). 

“Whenever there’s a full moon we stay open 
an hour later. It’s for adults only. We turn off all 
the lights and have music playing,” Noll said. “I 
think that’s something most people don’t know 
about.” 

The center is host to the Blue Dolphin Swim 
Team for competitive youth swimmers and has 

a junior life guard program for children ages 11 
to 16. 

“We are transitioning that program to 
include more of the life guard skills so that when 
you turn 16 you are ready to take the life guard 
class,” Noll said. 

Noll said whatever your goal is with swim-
ming, Dallas Aquatic Center has options for 
you. She added swimming and water safety 
should be a priority for all families. 

“I think it’s fun and a great way to stay active 
with your family. It’s also an important skill,” 
she said. “We are learning that swimming is not 
something that necessarily everyone can do, 
so I definitely recommend that people come 
and swim with their families regularly to at least 
instill the water safety aspect.”

A splashing good time
DALLAS AQUATIC CENTERS OFFERS FUN AND EXERCISE

Time to cool off
What: Dallas Aquatic Center.
Where: 1005 SE LaCreole Drive, Dallas.
 Admission: Adults, $6; youths (younger than 
18), $5; seniors (60 and older), $5; families 
(up to four people), $18 (additional family 
members are $3 each); infants 3 and younger 
wading pool use, $2; $12 for 3 on Tuesdays 
(get three swim admissions for the price of 
two on Tuesday night recreational swim time, 
7 to 9 p.m.) Prices subject to change. 
 Of note: Hours vary by season. For the latest 
hours, class schedules, recreational swim 
times, admission discounts, special events, 
and annual pass prices, check the aquatic 
center’s website at www.ci.dallas.or.us/DAC. 
For more information: 503-623-9715.

“I think it’s fun and a 
great way to stay active 

with your family.”
Gretchen Noll
Manager, DAC



www.polkio.com Explore Polk County 2018 73

lo
ca

l



74 Explore Polk County 2018 A Special Publication of the Polk County Itemizer-Observer

 

2C1C, October 2017—Volume 6, Issue 6, page 2 

Aaron & Amy Young, the Undertaker and 

the President of the Independence 

Merchants’ Association, respectively 

Miranda Garrison as Sam Cox, owner of 

the Palace Billiards Parlor 

 

Paul Tate 

as Dr. 

Daniels, a 

Veterinari

an and 

home-

brewer of 

some 

renown.  

His wife,  

tee-

totaling 

Mrs. 

Daniels, 

was 

Miriam 

Haugen 

Sylvia Warren played the Mayor of 

Independence 

Bob Archer, out-of-towner traveling 

salesman offering the “new Indy Elixer” 

Masticating and Murder
IDA BRINGS BACK A NIGHT FUN, FOOD, ‘CRIME’

I
t’s a dinner to die for. But don’t worry — you’ll 
leave the evening in one piece. The Inde-
pendence Downtown Association is hosting 
another Murder Mystery dinner this year 
after the success of last year’s event. 

“It seemed to be enjoyed by everybody,” Mar-
ilyn Morton, who serves on the Independence 
City Council and is founder and chair of the 
annual Ghost Walk, said. Why not bring it back 
for a second year?

The event serves as a fundraiser for IDA and 
will be on Oct. 20, Tickets will cost $50. Last year 
the event was held at Independence Grill, and 
Morton said they sold about 100 tickets.

This year, the location has not been set yet, 
as details are still being hashed out, but Morton 
said those details will be revealed the closer it 
gets. 

The evening will consist of happy hour, a 
dinner, and then a play that will be centered on 

a suspicious death, set in the 1930s or ’40s. 
“This year, we’re doing a totally new script,” 

Morton said. “We’re gonna be telling some back 
stories of the characters appearing in the (Sept. 
22) Ghost Walk. Fact is not a consideration, so it 
will be purely entertainment.” 

Audience members are encouraged to dress 
up in time-period appropriate clothing for the 
evening. 

The play is designed to keep the audience 
guessing until the very end. 

“The answers will be revealed throughout the 
play,” Morton said. 

The idea for a murder mysteries dinner came 
from Imani Hall, who worked as IDA’s manager 
in 2017.

“So it was his idea, and from there it just 
kinda took shape,” she said.

A dinner to die for

 For more information: contact Marilyn Mor-
ton at marilyn97351@gmail.com, or down-
townindependence.com

 Look for ticket sales to begin toward the end of 
September.

IDA MURDER MYSTERY PHOTOS BY 2C1C
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As you explore all that Polk County has to offer, you
can rest assured that “we have you covered.”

503 623-8161
526 Main St, Dallas

www.wallinsurance.com
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Dallas Murder Mystery

 What: Travel around historic downtown Dal-
las while trying to solve a murder.
When: Sept. 15
Where: Pressed Coffee and Wine Bar
Cost: $10 per person
Kid-friendly: Yes

Murder most fun
DDA PUTS ON MURDER MYSTERY EVENT

W
hat’s more fun than getting 
the family together and 
meandering through down-
town Dallas? Trying to solve a 
murder as you go.

Come Sept. 15, the Downtown Dallas Associa-
tion will host its second annual Murder Myster-
ies, where you get to wander around downtown 
Dallas hunting for clues and interacting with 
different characters spread out in businesses as 
you try and solve a murder. 

This year, they’ll start out with a funeral of 
the character, Drew Golden, who was both the 
murderer and murdered herself at the end of 
last year’s, Eddie Nelson said. 

“We’re putting together the play right now,” 
Nelson said. 

Two hundred people showed up for the event 
last year, and this year, Nelson hopes to double 
that. 

The event was created as a fundraiser for 
the DDA, as well as a way “to help revitalize 
downtown,” she said, “and this is one way of 
bringing some life to downtown. It also brings 
the business owners together, and to bring 
people together and come into businesses they 
might not know are here.” 

The event is family-oriented and begins at 10 
a.m. at Pressed, where you come in and register 
before heading out for clues. Prizes are given to 

those who correctly guess who committed the 
murder.  

It creates a really fun atmosphere, Nelson 
said. 

The idea started when Nelson said she 
wanted to do something that was uniquely 
Dallas’s and so far, this event is the only one like 
it in the valley. 

If trying to solve a murder sounds fun but you 
want something a little more adult-oriented, 
the DDA also puts on a themed murder mystery 
dinner annually, where dinner and drinks are 
served as characters put on an interactive play, 
giving out clues to the audience so they can 
attempt to piece together “who done it.”

“It was wonderful this year,” Nelson said.
This year was the first year they had a murder 

mystery dinner, and it was a success, so Nelson 
is already planning a second one for next year, 
set to be in February or March. 

The details are still being hashed out but, 
Nelson said, but last year they had 83 people 
attend, and she said she hopes next year’s is just 
as popular, or more.

For more on the DDA and events: dallasdown-
townassociation.org.
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Great Rates!
Starting At Only $23 A Month

(503)

623-3703
1497 SE Brookside Ave

(East off Godsey Road)
Resident Manager On Site

(503)

831-0234
1360 SE Godsey Rd

(Just South of Miller Ave)

DallasSecureStorage@live.com GodseySecureStorage@live.com

www.DallasSecureStorage.com

Convenient
• 7 DAYS A WEEK ACCESS • CONVENIENT HOURS
• 8 STORAGE SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM
• WIDE PAVED DRIVEWAYS FOR EASY ACCESS
• WE SELL BOXES, LOCKS & MOVING SUPPLIES
• HEATED UNITS AVAILABLE
Secure
• NON COMBUSTIBLE STEEL CONSTRUCTION
• INDIVIDUAL DOOR ALARMS • SECURITY LIGHTS
• SECURITY GATE WITH CONTROLLED ACCESS
• 24/7 MOTION ACTIVATED VIDEO SURVEILLANCE

Godsey
Secure
Storage

Dallas
Secure
Storage
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In stock now

FREE
Pick-up & Delivery

Available with
move in. Call For

Details
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W
ant to put your putting skills to 
test at a place that provides 
laughs and memorable 
moments? Look no further 
than Puttskee’s Mini-Golf, 

located next to the skate park in Monmouth. 
For the past decade and a half, Bob Klinsky 

has been tinkering with Puttskee’s, and it may be 
better than ever before. 

It was more than 15 years ago that Klinsky 
opened Puttskee’s Mini-Golf after noticing a 
need for an outdoor activity the whole family 
could enjoy together. He hasn’t stopped improv-
ing the course since. 

“I want to make it challenging enough that 
people want to come back and beat their 
score,” Klinsky said. “Otherwise, they won’t 
come back.” 

The course features several unique obstacles, 
including miniature bridges, a modified basket-
ball hoop and holes surrounded by two steep 
hills. It won’t take long for you to realize this is no 
ordinary mini golf course. 

Among the features you’ll run across includes 
a hole that splits into two different paths, nav-
igating a loop made out of a tire and straight 
shots that aren’t quite as simple as they seem. 

If a particular challenge looks a little too 
daunting, fear not. Each hole offers multiple 
paths, ensuring each round is different than the 

last. And the “course rules” are there to make 
sure everyone — from the person just picking up 
a putter to the experienced golfer — has a blast. 

And it’s not just families who drop by. Every-
one from kids learning to putt for the first time to 
a group of friends looking to settle a score can 
be seen on any given day. 

“We had a group of high school kids come 
out here for their prom,” Klinsky said. “They took 
a photo and played the course all dressed in 
their formal wear.”

At only $3 per person, this is an afford-
able activity the entire family can experience 
together.  

Puttskee’s is open seven days a week and 
operates during the summer. Operating hours 
are dependent on weather, so call ahead or 
check on the course’s website.

Put your skills to the test
What: Puttskee’s Mini-Golf.
 Where: 1510 Monmouth-Independence High-
way, Monmouth.
Cost: $3 per person ($2 for second round).
 Hours: Sunday through Wednesday, noon to 
7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, noon to 9 
p.m. Special times for groups and parties can 
be scheduled. Open during summer, usually 
May through September, but is weather 
dependent.
 For more information: 503-838-5888; online 
at www.puttskeesminigolf.com.

‘Putt’ your skills to the test
MONMOUTH MINI-GOLF OFFERS CHALLENGES ON GREEN

“I want to make it 
challenging enough 
that people want to 

come back”
Bob Klinsky

Owner, Puttskee’s Mini-Golf
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Where the Wild Things Are

What: Dancing Oaks Nursery.
Where: 17900 Priem Road, Monmouth.
 Hours: The nursery is open March 1 to Oct. 31, 
Tuesdays through Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Visits by appointment only after hours 
and from Nov. 1 to Feb. 28. Dancing Oaks now 
offering shipping to anywhere in the U.S.
 For more information: 503-838-6058; www.
dancingoaks.com; or www.facebook.com/
DancingOaksNursery. 

Green thumbs galore
PASSIONATE PLANT PEOPLE READY TO HELP

I
f plants are your passion, you will find your 
kind of people at Dancing Oaks Nursery 
outside of Monmouth. 

The nursery was started in 1995 by owners 
Fred Weisensee and Leonard Foltz. They 

built Dancing Oaks on part of a farm and for-
ested area that the Weisensee family owned.

“It was gradual a process. Leonard and I both 
were interested in plants, and he had worked at 
a nursery in Canby,” Weisensee said. 

He said they were inspired by green-thumbed 
relatives and what other nurseries had done 
with their display gardens.  

Years after beginning the venture, Dancing 
Oaks stands as a gorgeous testament to the 
pair’s passion for and knowledge of anything 
horticultural. The nursery’s display gardens are 
an eclectic mix of native plants and those from 
Foltz and Weisensee’s trips around the world. 

“You want to put them in the ground. You 

don’t want to just grow them,” Weisensee said. 
“And you learn so much. It’s very helpful to have 
the garden in that you learn so much about the 
plants and which ones do well, and which ones 
don’t.”

The gardens invite exploration. Gravel and 
hazelnut-shell paths meander through the 
grounds, brimming with plants and pollinators 
— and even wandering nursery cats. Weisensee 
said the displays are an experiment in combin-
ing plants, rocks and outdoor art. 

“Part of gardening is an artistry, too. There is 
a form and structure and texture, color. There’s 
never-ending possibilities of things to play with,” 
he said. “Along with structures, rocks pots, rocks 
gardening. It’s fun to play with those things.”

Heather Boright, spokeswoman for the nurs-
ery, said people are not only welcome to walk 
the garden for inspiration, but just to enjoy the 
peaceful surroundings. Customers can pack a 
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lunch and make an afternoon trip to Dancing 
Oaks. 

“It’s worth the drive,” Boright said. “It’s a really 
lovely destination.” 

Dancing Oaks carries rare plants that are 
difficult to find at other local nurseries, Boright 
said. 

She said there are plants that may not show 
their full potential in a nursery pot.

“We grow them because we know that they 
are worth it once you get them into the ground,” 
Boright said. 

Dancing Oaks holds events in the spring 
and summer months when it is open regular 
hours, for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and other 
occasions. 

Its Father’s Day celebration is June 17 this year. 
“We usually do a Father’s Day open house 

where every father gets a free plant,” Boright 
said. “We define that pretty loosely. If you are a 
father of a dog, you get a plant.”

The next week, Dancing Oaks will host it’s first 
Pollinator Festival, bringing experts on pollina-
tors, including conservation districts, master 
gardeners and the Oregon Bee Project. The 
event is June 23 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

While the plant stock at Dancing Oaks is 
wide-ranging, you’ll find employees have some-
thing in common. 

“We are a group of passionate plant people,” 
Boright said.

“There’s never-ending 
possibilities of things to 

play with.”
Fred Weisensee

Owner, Dancing Oaks Nursery
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2018 CONCERT LINE-UP
JULY 3RD - Idle Poets 
w/ 5 Guys Named Moe

JULY 4TH - Kurt Van Meter

JULY 13TH - The Junebugs 
w/ AC/DC Shoot To Thrill

JULY 20TH - Escape Journey Tribute 
w/ Unchained Van Halen Tribute

JULY 27TH - TBA

AUGUST 3RD - Beth Willis Rock 
w/ Infamous Soul

AUGUST 10TH - Appetite For Deception 
(Guns N Roses Tribute)

AUGUST 17TH - Renee Hill Band 
w/ Ty Curtis

2018 FREE MOVIE LINE-UP

JULY MOVIES START AT 9:45 PM

JULY 1ST - Top Gun

JULY 12TH - Coco

JULY 19TH - Splash

JULY 26TH - Jumanji (2017)

AUGUST MOVIES START 8:30 PM

AUGUST 2ND - Paranormal Activity

AUGUST 9TH - Karate Kid (1984)

AUGUST 16TH - Black Panther

INDEPENDENCE 
LIQUOR STORE

RIVERVIEW PARK
Downtown Independence
independenceamphitheater.com
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Farm to you
LOCAL MARKETS FEATURE FRESH PRODUCE, GOOD TIMES

T
he farmers markets in Polk County 
run Thursdays, Saturdays and Sun-
days, rain or shine.

Independence markets run April 
through November. Markets in Dal-

las and Rickreall start in May.
The Original Independence Farmers Market, 

located in the parking lot of Umpqua Bank, 
offers plants, fruits, vegetables, berries, baked 
goods and crafts.

Market manager and founder Martha Walton 
said the market has been in place for nearly a 
quarter century. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” she said. “I love meeting the 
people. We’re like a big family down there. It’s 
been there a long time.”

Over at Riverview Park, the Independence 
Riverview Market also have goods on offer.

While both markets will start a little small — 
harvests are not in full swing yet — Riverview 

market manager Sue Barker said she loves what 
the farmers bring — literally — to the table each 
week.

“We’re getting fresh food, just picked, that 
you can go get,” Barker said. “It hasn’t traveled 
anywhere. It was probably picked the night 
before or first thing in the morning. You can’t 
beat fresh food. The flavor is different. Being 
able to put greens in the fridge and having them 
last and eat them all week instead of going to 
the grocery store and you have to throw it away 
after two days.”

The markets offer a variety of farm-fresh 
foods, from fruits and berries, vegetables and 
plant starts, to eggs and pasture chicken and 
beef.

There’s another thing that Barker said she 
loves about the market, and it doesn’t cost any-
thing: advice, information, and camaraderie.

“People come in and take a look at this plant, 

“We’re getting fresh 
food, just picked, that 

you can go get.”
Sue Barker

Manager, Riverview Independence Market
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and ask where’s the best place for it?” Barker 
said. “It’s face-to-face conversations that go on 
that are absolutely hilarious. Pretty soon, there 
are two or three people throwing their ideas 

around. It’s fun and informative.”
Both markets run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each 

Saturday through November.
“It’s like throwing a party every single Satur-

day and love it when everybody comes, and 
that keeps me going in between times,” Barker 

said.
When the calendar turns to May, it’s Bounty 

season in Dallas. This year the market’s ninth 
season. 

The Polk County Bounty Market runs Thurs-
days May through September on the lawn by 
the Academy Building at the corner of Main and 
Academy streets.

While you might have to wait a few weeks to 
see summer produce, Bounty will have hanging 
baskets, plant starts, and delicious confections 
and baked goods ready for shoppers during the 
early season. 

At the start of the season, the vendor list was 
at 13, but Bonnie Dreier, the market’s manager, 
said she’s hoping see the market grow this sea-
son and into the future.

“I want a lot of vendors,” Dreier said. “I want 
people to be able to go there and buy every 
single thing they need for a meal.”

Original Farmers Market
 Where: Umpqua Bank parking lot, 302 S. 
Main St., Independence.
 When: Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., April 
through November.
Contact: Martha Walton, 503-881-9950.

Riverview Farmers Market
 Where: Riverview Park and Amphitheater, 50 
C St., Independence.
 When: Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., April 
through November.
Contact: Sue Barker, 503-837-0045.

Polk County Bounty Market

 Where: Academy Building lawn, at corner of 
Main and Academy streets, Dallas.
 When: Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., May 
through September.
Contact: Bonnie Dreier, 503-623-2564.
Contact: Sue Barker, 503-837-0045.

Rickreall Farmers Market

 Where: Rickreall Grange Hall, 280 Main St. 
(Highway 99W), Rickreall.
 When: Sundays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., May 
through November.
Contact: Martha Walton, 503-881-9950.

“I love meeting the 
people. We’re like a big 

family down there.
Martha Walton

Manager, Independence Farmers Market
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For over 38 years, 
we’ve been your locally owned 

“Do it yourself” 
project headquarters.
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Schoolhouse turned music hall
GUTHRIE PARK HOSTS MUSICIANS OF ALL SORTS

I
f owner Sally Clark hadn’t been the highest 
bidder when Guthrie Park Community Cen-
ter was up for auction, it might have been a 
car garage instead of a gathering place for 
music lovers. 

She says a group of her friends learned to 
play music together at the Pedee Country Store 
and rented the community center when the 
store closed in early 1987. The center came up 
for auction later that year, and Clark knew she 
had to put in a bid. 

“I envisioned it to be what it is now,” Clark 
said.

That is a place you can hear guitars, man-
dolins, fiddles, accordions and voices singing 
before you even open the door.

The soulful music — and the clear connec-
tion between the musicians playing it — is as 
comforting as a warm breeze even in the dead 
of winter. 

“This is the only place I think I’ve been that we 
hear this music,” said Corine Fraser, who spends 
each Friday night at the Guthrie Park Acoustic 
Jams. 

She comes with her daughter, Joan Coleman, 
who plays the accordion. 

“I just love the music. Everybody is so nice 
and friendly,” Fraser said. “Joan has played ever 
since she was in the third grade. When we went 
camping, we would always take the accordion 

with us, and we always had a group around us.”
That tradition continues each Friday night at 

Guthrie. Coleman is part of more than a dozen 
musicians that dropped in the circle to play. 

“Jam” is the correct description for the gather-
ings. There are no set lists or specific acts taking 
the stage. It’s just people sharing a love of play-
ing and listening to music. Starting in the center 
and moving clockwise, each musician selects a 
song and begins playing and sometimes singing 
it. Those who know the tune join in right away. 
Those who don’t pick it up soon enough. 

In the audience, toe tapping is contagious, 
and some sing or hum along with the tune. 

The closeness of the players to the audience 
— most musicians sit in chairs in front of the 
stage, not on it — makes the gathering seem less 
like a concert and more like a group of friends 
having fun. 

The jams began decades ago, part of Clark’s 
vision to make the former schoolhouse a place 
where people could celebrate old-time folk, 
swing and country music.

It’s working. 
“It’s just enjoyable to come in and listen to 

them. They have such a variety,” Fraser said. 
“You find yourself singing with all the songs.”

Jam time
What: Guthrie Park Friday night jams

When: Fridays at 6:30 p.m.
 Where: 4320 Kings Valley Highway, about 
three miles south of Dallas. 
Admission: Free, but donations are accepted. 
 Of note: Guthrie Park hosts free gospel music 
jams the third Saturday of the month at 7 p.m.
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Patio is Open!“Where Good Friends Meet!”
Open Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

170 E. Ellendale, Dallas • 503-623-4494

• Eight Flat Screen TVs
• 13 Brews on Tap

• Pool Tables 
• Oregon Lottery

• Video Poker

PRIME RIB FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

NIGHTLY SPECIALS

Reservations:  503-623-4494
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The professor’s house
GENTLE HOUSE SERVES AS MUSEUM, EVENT CENTER

T
homas and Carrie Gentle, with 
five children in tow, moved from 
Wisconsin to Oregon in 1911. Thomas 
was recruited to lead the education 
department at Oregon Normal 

School (now Western Oregon University). 
He had a notable influence, his students 

becoming master teachers and leaders in 
teacher education in Oregon and the United 
States in the 20th century. 

He and his family still have a legacy on 
campus: the elegant Gentle House, the home 
the family purchased in 1914. The original part 
of the house was built in 1880 by J.B.V Butler and 
his wife, Elizabeth. Later owners expanded the 
house. 

The Gentles raised their family in the house, 
and in 1981, the surviving daughter Catharine 
Gentle — also a teacher — donated the house to 
WOU. 

Now it serves as an event center and museum 
to the life and times of the family that gives the 
home its name. It’s a popular venue for wed-
dings, baby showers and graduation parties. 

The Western Foundation administers the 
property with the help of students and profes-
sors at the university who oversee events at the 
house. Volunteer organization, Friends of Gentle 
House, help in restoration, and maintenance 
and promotion. 

History in a house

What: Gentle House.
 Where: 345 N. Monmouth Ave., Monmouth.
 Contact: 503-838-8673; 
gentlehouse@wou.edu.
 For more information: 
www.gentlehouse.org.

“We are trying to bring 
back some more year-

around events.”
Kaylee DeBolt

Student Manager, Gentle House



www.polkio.com Explore Polk County 2018 91

The 2-acre site retains many of the plants 
and trees put in by the Gentle family, some that 
are rarely seen in modern gardens. 

“I love the history. There’s something to the 
plants. There’s something to the benches out-
side,” said Kaylee DeBolt, the student manager 
for Gentle House. “There’s history behind every-
thing in this house down to the light fixtures 
almost. Everything has a story.” 

Gentle House holds three events that are 
open to the public throughout the year, includ-
ing a holiday bazaar in November, an event that 
coincides with WOU’s Christmas tree lighting 
and an open house in April. 

“That’s where we have everywhere from 14 
to 18 vendors come to the house and it’s kind of 
like an open house where people can come and 
see different gifts you can give to your party 
goers, these are the different photographer you 
use, some caterers,” DeBolt said. “We’ve had 

some bridal shop boutiques come and show 
off some gowns on the day of, so it’s a wide 
variety.”

DeBolt said she’s planning to add more public 
events to the schedule this year, perhaps bring-
ing back a haunted house for Halloween.

“We are trying to bring back some more 
year-around events,” she said. “I want to see 
more people at the house.”

DeBolt said she loves being a part of some-
thing with such rich history. Her favorite story is 
one about the family member who eventually 
donated the home to the university. 

“I absolutely love the fact that Catharine, the 
daughter, got her own bedroom and four boys 
had to share a room. A much, much smaller 
room, as well,” she said. “Because she was a 
girl, she was a little bit more special and she got 
a space to herself, and I just love that.”
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As American as apple pie
FOURTH FESTIVITIES TAKE PLACE IN FOUR CITIES

F
ourth of July in Polk County is nothing if 
not old-fashioned fun. 

There are parades — grand, and 
small but delightfully spontaneous — 
watermelon eating contests, barbe-

cues, plenty of music, and of course, fireworks. 
Each of Polk County’s cities hosts its own 

unique celebration.

Dallas 
In a change from years past, Dallas’ Free-

domfest will be held in Roger Jordan Community 
Park on July 4. Previously, the one-day event had 
been divided between Dallas City Park for day 
activities and Roger Jordan for evening music 
and fireworks. 

Dallas Area Visitors Center, the event host, 
decided one location would result in less con-
fusion. 

“One of the major problems we have in 

engaging more people was having two different 
locations,” visitors center executive director JD 
Shinn said. 

The event opens at 2 p.m., with the barbecue 
competition, bingo, live music, food trucks, 
vendors and a beer garden. 

“Also (we’ll be) adding in some kind of a 
sporting event, lawn games that people can 
enjoy as a community event,” Shinn said. 

If your barbecue talents wow your friends and 
family, you might want to test your talents in the 
increasingly popular and competitive barbecue 
contest. It’s a non-sanctioned event, but cash 
prizes — and bragging rights — will be awarded 
to winners. 

“Many of those vendors … were on the phone 
during that weekend telling their friends ‘You’ve 
got to come back to this. This is so much fun,’” 
Shinn said.

Fireworks blast off, courtesy of Dallas Fire & 

“I wanted to 
re-create the feeling I 

had in the past.”
Phyllis Bolman

Organizer, Monmouth July Fourth Festival
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EMS, at about 10 p.m.

Monmouth 
If you are looking for a low-key July Fourth 

celebration, Monmouth’s July Fourth Festival 
focuses on art and music. 

The festival spans two days, July 3-4, with 
vendors selling handmade goods, a community 
art contest and musical acts from patriotic to 
swing. 

“I wanted to re-create the feeling I had in the 
past,” said Phyllis Bolman, one of the festival’s 
organizers. “We try to continue keeping it very 
artistic and fun.” 

Bolman said the event is family friendly, with 
free activities for children to play or create.

“We have bounce houses, but hopefully they 
will do some art, because that is free to the 
kids,” Bolman said. 

Music acts include the Albany Swing Band, 
Willamette Valley Concert Band, and The Shinkle 
Band will play on July Fourth.

On Independence Day, Monmouth is where 
all the big events begin, including the Mini-Mara-
thon, the Children’s Parade and the finale Grand 
Parade. 

The slightly downhill 2.6-mile Mini-Marathon 
begins at 11 a.m. After the runners have taken 
off, the Children’s Parade begins at 11:30 a.m. 

The Grand Parade follows at noon, and you 
want to stake your spot early. Seats along the 
route fill up fast — sometimes days in advance. 

Independence
Celebrating July Fourth 2018 in Independence 

will stretch from kickoff on July 1 to finale on July 
4. 

Sunday activities start with a church service 
in Riverview Park at 10 a.m., followed by a car 
show at noon. 

For a second year, Independence Days will 

feature Talent Quest, with a 2018 theme of “One 
Shining Moment.” 

The talent contest begins on Sunday, has 
semi-finals on Monday, and the winner will per-
form again on July Fourth. 

“Then the winner of One Shining Moment 
Talent Quest will open for our headlining act on 
the Fourth of the July,” said Janice Thompson, 
Independence Days organizer. “That’s the grand 
prize.” 

Sunday evening brings a new event, a pitch 
fork barbecue. 

“It’s going to be this really big dinner. We’re 
building this mobile barbecue pit that we’ll have 

down there where people can sit by the fire and 
sit back and talk, socialize,” Thompson said. 
“I’m looking forward to that. It sounds like it’s 
going to be really fun.”

Tickets for the barbecue are $15 per person 
and $25 for two. Capping the first day is an 
outdoor showing of “Top Gun.”

Monday, the semifinals of Talent Quest will 
take the stage in the evening, but the day will 
mostly feature family friendly games in the park. 

Tuesday is Hometown Appreciation Day, and 
this year an old event is returning to the Inde-
pendence Days lineup. 

“We are bringing back the duck derby,” 
Thompson said. “We’re going to have a rubber 
duck race from the bridge down to the park. The 

winner will get half of the pot.” 
The watermelon-eating contest is always 

a popular event for kids — and eventually 
grownups, too. 

“I like seeing the adults who don’t want to 
sign up because they are too embarrassed who 
will end up with their faces in the watermelon 
just like the kids,” she said. 

Five Guys Named Moe, a 1970s and 1980s 
rock/disco group, will play Tuesday evening. 

That night, a shorter fireworks show will shoot 
off, giving Independence residents and others a 
chance to watch a show without the crowds. 

Independence Day bring the Mini-Marathon, 
Children’s Parade and Grand Parade. Local 
musician Kurt Van Meter headlines the enter-
tainment, playing before and after the fireworks 
display. 

Thompson said she takes a few moments to 
enjoy the atmosphere just before the fireworks 
light up the sky on July Fourth. 

“If you stop and look out at the park, just 
to see how many people are there enjoying 
themselves together there as a family,” she said. 
“We are really proud of the fact that it’s an alco-
hol-free event, and it’s just a family friendly thing 
that people can come to.” 

Falls City 
Falls City typically celebrates Independence 

Day a day or two early with a short, but red, 
white and blue-filled parade.

Following that, for the last two years, resi-
dents have gathered in the Lower Park for a 
community barbecue. 

Details on the holiday festival are usually 
hammered out during the summer, so check 
back a little closer to the Fourth to find out what 
fun Falls City has in store.  

“We’re building this 
mobile barbecue pit that 

we’ll have down there.”
Janice Thompson

Organizer, Independence Days
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Forest River, Inc. is headquartered in Elkhart, Ind., and operates manufacturing
facilities throughout the United States producing a wide variety of recreational
vehicles with the mission of helping all of our owners enjoy their RV experience
to the fullest.

One of Polk County’s Largest Employers

1429 SE Uglow St., Dallas, OR • 503-831-1200 • www.forestriverinc.com

“Come Join
Our Team”

Forest River is proud of 
the  values that drive our 

business, foremost:

• Integrity • Safety • Quality • Customer Service
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Polk County’s 
ONLY

Wood Fired 
Bakery 

& Pizzeria 

Amazing Food! Specializing in World
Class Breads Pastries and Pizza

Bread, Pastry, Espresso 
Bar and Light Lunch Menu 
Friday & Saturday 10-2pm

Wood Fired Pizzas 
Friday & Saturday 4-9pm 
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S
ummerfest has always been a way to 
celebrate the Dallas community, and 
this year, organizers from the Dallas 
Area Visitors Center are doing it a little 
differently.

For starters, the theme is Black and Orange. 
What better way to celebrate Dallas than 

by holding Summerfest around a theme that is 
close to the hearts of many in the community. 

“We went with orange and black because it 
can go in a lot of different directions,” JD Shinn 
said. “We want people to take it and run. Get 
people thinking outside the box.”

It’s a hometown theme, he added, being the 
colors of the Dallas High School Dragons. 

Summerfest is an event that has been going 
on for a long time. Lately, it’s hit a bit of a snag. 

“It’s kind of had a bit of stagnancy as of late,” 
Shinn said.

The reason for that, he said, was being 

comfortable with how things have been and not 
taking the time to revitalize certain aspects of 
the event. 

This year, Shinn said he wants to change that. 
“We’ve been trying to make the right 

changes,” he said, with one of the changes 
focusing on the downtown area.  

“We really want to highlight Dallas area busi-
nesses, whether they are new or have been here 
a long time. We wanna have such a cool buzz 

“I’m excited about 
some of the more 

engaging games.”
JD Shinn

Organizer - SummerfestSummerfest
Where: Dallas downtown area

 When: July 27-29, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Saturday; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday.
 For more info: Contact the DAVC 
at 503-623-2564, or visit their website: 
exploredallasoregon.org.

Celebrate Dallas
BLACK AND ORANGE TO DOMINATE DECOR THIS JULY
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about our community that we want people to 
come join us,” Shinn said. 

Another change is cutting the event down by 
a day. 

“Thursday historically has been a low turnout 
day,” Shinn said. “In order to utilize days of 
engagement, we switched from doing Thursday 
at all to Friday. Kind of a shrink to do it bigger, 
in a way.” 

Summerfest begins Friday, July 27 at 10 a.m. 
through July 29. 

Throughout the weekend, there will be 
vendors of all sorts set up, most of them local, 
mid-valley vendors; a demonstration from 
Parkside Self Defense; a performance from 
Extreme Dance Company; a flea market, put 
on by the Kindness Club; bingo; a youth art 
competition; a fire department meet-and-greet; 
hydro-cart races, a dunk tank, with a theme of 
“Dunk a Dignitary,” and a rubber ducky race. 

Both Friday and Saturday evenings will close out 
with a concert.

On Saturday, the parade starts at 11 a.m., 
followed by a performance from Johnny Wheels, 
a blues/Americana artist. And later that evening 
is the annual Booster Club run. 

A Rotary breakfast kicks Sunday off, as well as 
a car show and Art in the Park. 

Infamous Soul, a local band, will close Sum-
merfest out Sunday evening. 

“I’m excited about some of the more engag-
ing games we’ll have this year,” Shinn said. “Just 
ways for the community to get involved. We 
have some things coming in that are outside of 
what we’ve done in the past, so that’s exciting.”

He said there are opportunities for vendors 
to participate, and for sponsorships, as well as 
volunteer opportunities.
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ACUPUNCTURE  

• Lyndsay Posey, L.Ac.; Gabriel Prewitt. L.Ac: Willamette
Acupuncture and Wellness—289 E. Ellendale Ave., Suite
601, Dallas, 503-751-1460. We specialize in the treatment of
pain, fertility, digestive disorders and motor vehicle acci-
dents. We accept all insurance and offer free 15 minute con-
sultations.  

AUDIOLOGY 

Trust your hearing to those that specialize in hearing and
hearing related disorders.  Evan L. Evans, Ph. D, and Julie B.
Evans, AuD are both doctoral level Audiologists who have
the knowledge, experience and compassion to provide you
with the best care for your hearing health.  We offer free hear-
ing screenings; by our hearing aid specialist.   We offer full &
complete diagnostic evaluations, counseling and recommen-
dations by our clinical Audiologists.  Other Audiological serv-
ices include testing, management and treatment options for
Tinnitus.   We have the knowledge and experience to assist
your physician with the diagnosis of diseases and disorders
pertaining to hearing and the hearing mechanism.  We offer
wax removal or cerumen management, Tinnitus testing and
Tinnitus management techniques.   An Audiologist, having
the Audiology credentials of the American Academy of
Audiology (F-AAA) and The American Speech Hearing and
Language Association’s Certificate of Clinical Competency
(CCC-A) is the professional of choice for anything related to
hearing and or hearing related issues.   Serving our hearing
impaired since 1980, with two locations to serve you.
Audiology Associates: 1343-A Monmouth St., Independence
503-838-3001.   2296 NW Kings Blvd, Corvallis 541-757-2500 

CHIROPRACTOR  

• Drs. Sharon and Marty Thornton: Thornton
Chiropractic—1650 Monmouth St., Independence 503-838-
3346. Serving families for over 19 years. We Care - God Cures.
Full spine and extremities, TMJ. Gentle hands-on and instru-
ment adjusting for sports, auto, personal, work injuries and
wellness care. Also offering Functional Neurology.  Palmer
graduates. Massage Therapy available. New patients welcome  

• Michael Kirkland, D.C.—289 E. Ellendale Ave., Suite 503,
Dallas, 503-831-4668.    Serving Polk county for 36 years and
going on 31 years using the Activator method. This method
helps restore spinal balance safely and effectively. We share
the office with Debbie Saxby, LMT.  

• Jennifer Sneeuwjagt, D.C.—Chiropractic First—306 Main
St, Dallas, 503-831-4820. Chiropractic care for the whole fam-
ily. Offering hands on techniques, drop table, and activator.
Quality time spent with each patient. Custom made orthotics
available. Most insurances accepted including motor vehicle
accidents. New patients welcome. Join us on Facebook for
special monthly offers. “Start feeling better today, discover
the benefits of chiropractic.”  

CLINICS  

Salem Health West Valley medical and specialty clinics are
accepting new patients at their locations in Dallas,
Monmouth and Independence. With a proactive health care
approach, the clinics provide care for all ages from newborns
to adults. Services include annual exams, immunizations,

lifestyle counseling, salemhealth.org/westvalley.  

• Family Medicine—512 Main St., Suite 300, Monmouth,
503-838-1182  

• Family Medicine—555 SE Washington St., Dallas,           
503-623-7301  

• Specialty Clinic—591 SE Clay St., Dallas, 503-831-0784  

• Central Health and Wellness Center—1601 Monmouth St.,
Suite 100, Independence, 503-838-0045  

URGENT CARE CLINIC  

• Emurgent Care Urgent Care Clinic—109B E. Ellendale Ave.,
Dallas, 503-623-3199. "When injury and illness can’t wait,
come see us!" We are a convenient walk-in clinic. Open every
day with no appointment needed. We treat illness, personal
or work related injuries, perform DOT (call to schedule),
employment, and sport physicals, wound care, minor surgical
procedures, and splinting. We have in-house lab and x-ray.
Most insurances accepted. Our staff will do their best to pro-
vide quick, considerate, and excellent medical care. Website:
www.emurgentcaremedical.com  

COUNSELING  

• Cross & Crown Counseling: Kate Koens, NCCA Licensed
Clinical Christian Counselor and Certified Temperament
Therapist.  She works with individuals in a safe environment
to help individuals find healing and fulfillment by teaching
good communication skills, appreciation for self and others,
appropriate responses to individual and family needs, how to
build relationships of trust, appropriate crisis responses, and
how to obtain overall family wellness emotionally, mentally
and spiritually. Some specific areas of counsel offered are
marriage and family adolescent issues, depression, past and
present trauma, grief, identity crisis, divorce, childhood loss-
es, and feelings of hopelessness. Our goal is to help individu-
als to their full potential and to live decisively with truth, rel-
evance and purpose. For more information or to schedule an
appointment please call 503-917-1625 or visit our website:
www.crossandcrowncounseling.com  

DENTIST/ORTHODONTICS  

• Dr. Kenneth Winokur: 503-838-1633, 329 S. Main St.,
Independence. New patients welcome, relaxing gas available,
many insurance plans accepted, evening hours. www.inde-
pendencedental.org  

• Matthew W. Woolsey, DMD: 503-623-8010, 155 W.
Ellendale Ave., Dallas. Dr. Woolsey provides full service com-
prehensive dental care for adults and children. Expect a com-
fortable and pleasant experience as well as outstanding care
for a lifetime. New patients are always welcomed. Please visit
our website: dallasoregondentistry.com  

• Michelle L. Hasbrook, DMD, PC: 120 Atwater St. N.,
Monmouth 503-838-2998. We provide all phases of general
dental care for children and adults using the newer technolo-
gies, including laser treatment and digital x-rays. We offer
nitrous oxide sedation. New patients are always welcome.
Our office is open Monday-Wednesday from 8:00am to
5:00pm and Thursday 8:00am-1pm.

MEDICAL DIRECTORY
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• Dallas Family Dental, Benjamin D. James DDS, Alisha J.
James DDS, Les Wheeler DDS, Thomas L. Davis DMD. 289 E
Ellendale Ave Ste. 204, Dallas, OR 97338. 503-623-2666. Dallas
Family Dental provides general and cosmetic dentistry for
children and adults. We are happy to serve as your dental
providers, and are now accepting new patients.  

• Steven Deming, DDS: Mid Valley Dental Associates—197
SE Washington St, Dallas 503-623-2389. General family and
cosmetic dentistry. Oral surgery/Wisdom teeth; Dental
implants/Root canals; I.V. Sedation/Sleep Dentistry; Invisalign
teeth straightening. www.mid-valleydental.com  

• Weston K. Morrill, DMD: 289 E. Ellendale Ave., Suite 201,
Dallas. 503-623-6616. Family, preventive, and cosmetic den-
tistry. Complete dentistry for the entire family. Se Habla
Espanol.  

• Dr. Yenne & Schofield: 580 Main St. Suite E, Dallas 503-623-
5002. Choosing an orthodontic practice for you and your fam-
ily’s care is an important decision. The lifetime benefits of
orthodontic treatment and the opportunity to experience a
great smile, are priceless. Yenne & Schofield Orthodontics is
committed to providing exceptional treatment results in a
friendly and caring atmosphere.  

HEARING AID SERVICES  
• Joyful Sound Hearing Services, Inc.: Mark Sturtevant—
312 Main Street, Dallas. 503-623-0290. Providing Polk County
with hearing solutions for 30 years. Services include: Hearing
evaluations, Diagnosing hearing loss: impedance; Fitting all
types of hearing devices, Servicing all makes and models of
hearing aids; Ear inspections. Wax removal; Hearing protec-
tion. Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-4 pm. (Fridays by appoint-
ment only)  

HOSPICE 
• Willamette Valley Hospice—a non-profit organization
since 1978 based in Polk County, provides comprehensive
hospice care services, pain management, grief services, and
support for those patients and families facing serious or life-
limiting illness. Through its mission of “changing the end of
life experience,” Willamette Valley Hospice supports adults
and children living with a serious or life-limiting illness
throughout Polk and Marion counties and beyond. We offer
unique hospice programs, including music therapy, massage
therapy, veteran services, pet therapy & programs, home pal-
liative care, and a specialized adult foster home for hospice
patients. Administrative offices are located at 1015 3rd St NW
in West Salem. Patients and families are served wherever they
call home. For more information on any service or program,
call 503.588.3600 or visit wvh.org.  

IMAGING SERVICES  
• Salem Health West Valley: 525 SE Washington St., Dallas,
503-623-7302. With your physician’s referral, we provide all-
digital diagnostic services: bone densitometry, CT scan, fluo-
roscopy, mammography, ultrasound, X-ray and MRI. Visit
salemhealth.org/westvalley.  

LABORATORY SERVICES  
• Salem Health West Valley Dallas lab, 525 SE Washington
St., open 24 hours, seven days a week, 503-623-7303. Learn
more at salemhealth.org/westvalley.  

• Salem Health West Valley Monmouth lab, 512 Main St.,
Suite 300, Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed
between noon and 1 p.m., 503-838-8345. Learn more at
salemhealth.org/westvalley.  

MASSAGE 

• OUT OF GRAVITY MASSAGE—Julianne Klingberg
DeForest, LMT – 503-510-2256—NOW IN INDEPENDENCE.
Enter Stressed, Leave Blessed - Out of Gravity Massage offers
massage sessions to suit a variety of needs and health con-
cerns. Intuitive and holistic bodywork are blended with exten-
sive and varied education, creating a caring and knowledge-
able environment of healing. Also, with a prescription and a
claim number, up to a year's therapeutic massage sessions
will help in your rehabilitation from a motor vehicle accident.
Relaxation, well care, geriatric and pediatric massage is avail-
able, as well as motor vehicle accident rehabilitation. Infant
massage instructional sessions available. Call today for an
appointment. 503-510-2256 OR # 7627/ National #295187-00  

• Heather Lyon, LMT#18746—Thornton Chiropractic 1650
Monmouth St., Independence, 503-838-3346. Specialize in
pain management and working out of Thornton Chiropractic.
I practice Swedish, Deep Tissue, BowenWork, and Myofascial
Release all integrated with stretching techniques to naturally
get you on the road to recovery. We accept Auto Injury
Insurance and can help you bill your own private insurance.
From chronic pain and newer injuries to stress reduction, I can
help.  

PHYSICAL THERAPY  

• Pinnacle Physical Therapy—Located in Dallas and Keizer—
210 W. Ellendale Ave., Suite 100, Dallas OR, (near Taco Bell),
503-623-2433. Pinnacle Physical Therapy is a private, therapist
owned clinic that provides out-patient physical & aquatic
therapy services to the Dallas community and surrounding
areas. We work with the referring doctor to coordinate a
detailed treatment program designed especially for you
based on our thorough evaluation. We treat all ages for many
conditions including: motor vehicle/work injury, back/neck
pain, sports injury, women’s health issues, balance/dizziness,
post-surgical rehabilitation, headaches, plantar fasciitis,
shoulder/knee pain, and much, much more! Website: pinna-
cle-physicaltherapy.com. Voted "Best of the Mid-Valley" 2017!

PODIATRIST  

• Tom Mesdag, DPM and Jackie Kordich: Monmouth Valley
Foot Health Center—343 Main St. E, Monmouth 503-838-
3668. Treating all your foot care needs, podiatric sports medi-
cine, infants, children & adults.  

REHABILITATION/PHYSICAL THERAPY  

• Salem Health West Valley, 525 SE Washington St., Dallas.
Physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy and
aquatic therapy at Dallas Aquatic Center, 503-623-7305. Learn
more at salemhealth.org/westvalley.  

• Salem Health West Valley, 512 Main St., Monmouth.
Physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech therapy,
503-838-1388. Learn more at salemhealth.org/westvalley.  
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Polk County Fair
When: Aug. 9-11
Where: Polk County Fairgrounds
 Admission: $8 for adults, $5 for seniors 62+ 
and juniors age 11-15, free 10 and younger, free 
to military members with ID
 Additional info: Seniors free on Thursday 
until 4 p.m., Parking $3 per car

Tropics come to Polk County
TROPICAL NIGHTS, COUNTRY LIGHTS THEME OF FAIR

S
ummertime in Polk County means a 
slower pace to everyday life, hot, lazy 
days floating down the river, sunbath-
ing in your backyard, and — of course, 
the Polk County Fair. 

Coming to the fairgrounds Aug. 9 through 
11, the theme this year is: Tropical Nights and 
Country Lights. So whip out that tropical shirt 
you bought on vacation in Hawaii last year, 
and those cowboy boots you keep stuffed in the 
back of your closet, and stroll on in to enjoy a 
weekend of entertainment.

Each year, the themes are put up on poster 
boards for people to vote on, Manager Tina 
Andersen said. 

“So the public actually picks our themes.” 
She said there are places on the boards for 

people to offer their own suggestions, and then, 
at the end of the voting process, the theme that 
received the most votes is chosen. 

Having a theme is fun, Andersen said, 
because it helps in knowing how to decorate for 
the weekend. 

“The 4-H kids decorate; flower arrangements, 
entries, are based on the theme. We’re always 
looking for something good to decorate to,” she 
said. 

Entertainment for this year will include 4-H 
and FFA animal shows, bouncy houses, a rock  

climbing wall, a mechanical bull ride, and a big 
slide. 

The fair will also feature a rodeo on Thursday 
night, a talent showcase Friday and Saturday 
nights, and an ATV Rodeo. 

Everything is still in the works, Andersen said. 
“We will probably have a monster truck 

ride again; we’ve done that for the last couple 
years.” 

The Polk County fair began in 1913, when 
stocks were sold to begin building a fairground, 
and in 1924, Dallas donated land, a stock shed, 
and a pavilion, according to the Polk County 
website. 

The first documented fair was in 1934, held at 
the Dallas Armory; in 1940, it was moved to the 
Grandstand at Oregon State College of Educa-
tion, what is now Western Oregon University, 
and was held there until 1952, when it moved 
locations again to where it currently resides.

“So the public actually 
picks out our themes.”

Tina Andersen
Manager, Polk County Fair
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Take only pictures, 
leave only footprints.

147 SE Court St., Dallas
503-623-2373 • www.polkio.com

Are you buying or
selling your property?

Get the most out of your
real estate transaction.

Call or Text.  A broker you can trust!

Full Service Agent including:
• Free Market Evaluations
• 3D Video Tour of your home 

with every listing
• Free Buyer Consultation

We customize
RV, ATV &

motorcycle seats!

We SeatYou Right!
Fast Turn 
Around!

Furniture
• Repair or Custom Furniture
• Quality Materials

Marine
• Seats & Carpet 

• Custom Tops & Enclosures
• Moisture Resistant Materials

Airplanes

503-623-2271
732 SE Monmouth Cutoff, Dallas

Residential & Commercial

Auto
• Convertibles • Full Interior
• Seat Repair • Headliners
• Classic & Hot Rods

festiva
ls

Mark Sturtevant
Personally involved and invested 

in the Dallas community

Joyful Sound Hearing
• Hearing Testing 
• Hearing Aids
• Service

312 Main Street • Dallas

503-623-0290

Call today for your 
FREE Consultation

Welcoming new patients. Most insurance health plans accepted. Also a Moda preferred provider.
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I
f all the world’s a stage, the Shrewsbury 
Renaissance Faire is a special kind of the-
ater.

One where audience participation isn’t 
just welcomed, but expected. 

Shrewsbury transforms a farm field in Kings 
Valley into a bustling Elizabethan village, 
complete with marketplace, a blacksmith, two 
taverns and, naturally, a jousting ring.

The two-day festival began in 1995, the vision 
of founder Leslie Engle. She envisioned creating 
a small, but historically accurate, festival. To 
make that vision a reality, organizers took two 
years to handpick vendors and participants they 
wanted before holding the first fair. 

Engle has since passed away, but that dream 
is being carried forward by her son, Adrian 
Hughes and his wife Jackie Hughes.

“People get caught up in it,” Adrian said. 
“Wearing the clothes of the time gives you per-
mission to have that kind of fun.”

Expect to see more than 1,000 event volun-
teers in costume as knights and maidens, lords 
and ladies, and more than 125 artisan vendors. 
There are scores of historical re-enactment 
groups featuring dancers, jugglers, magicians, 
musicians, storytellers and theatrical perform-
ers. 

Festival-goers can learn how to swing a 
sword or shoot a longbow at one of several 

interactive exhibits. A jousting exhibition, com-
bat melee and horsemanship demonstration 
are highlights not to be missed.

Dressing in the fashion of the time and using 
the language is encouraged, but by no means 
required. You should bring your sense of humor 
and know that street performers like to engage 
festival attendees just as if they were living in the 
village. 

That is the part Adrian enjoys the most, and 
what he carries on in his mother’s stead — the 
spirit of the time re-created, if just briefly. 

“Whatever magic there is in being able to 
come up to and interact with someone — touch 
their lives for a moment — no matter what you 
do with your shtick, it’s very moving,” Adrian 
said.

All the world’s a stage
What: 2018 Shrewsbury Renaissance Faire.
 When: Sept. 8-9 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
 Where: One block east of Kings Valley High-
way (Highway 223) on Grant Road. 
  Admission: $14 for adults, $7 for seniors and 
children 6-12, and free for kids 5 and younger. 
Parking is free.
 For more information and admission dis-
counts: www.shrewfaire.com.

Hear ye, hear ye
COME HITHER, YE DAMSELS AND KNIGHTS

“Wearing the clothes 
of the time gives you 

permission to have that 
kind of fun.”

Adrian Hughes
Organizer, Shrewsbury Renaissance Faire
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Heritage festival rejuvenated
IDA BRINGS IT BACK AS BLOCK PARTY

L
ast year, the Hop and Heritage Festival 
was called off for lack of interest. The 
Hop and Heritage commission, part 
of the city, was low in numbers with 
empty seats. Volunteers were difficult 

to recruit.
So, the festival took a year off.
Now, the Independence Downtown Associa-

tion is working hard to bring the festival back, 
rejuvenated, infused with the support of down-
town business owners.

“We have just started meeting about it and 
putting out the beginning, planning prep work,” 
said Alexandra Ferrara, Independence Down-
town Association manager. “We’re rebranding 
it as the Hop and Heritage Block Party instead 
of festival.”

Plans are in the works to bring the party back 
on the street, closing down Main Street on Sept. 
15. Business owners are excited to get involved in 

the planning, including recruiting breweries to 
participate.

Bringing it back on the street means busi-
nesses will be able to open their doors and wel-
come the community rather than hope they get 
overflow from the festival, said Kate Schwarzler, 
IDA board president.

“It would be a shame to see the Hop and 
Heritage Festival go away or just lose its energy, 
because the community is really unique in that 
the hop history is really cool, the heritage is phe-
nomenal,” she said. “We have a really incredible 
Main Street with all these historic buildings. I 
think it kind of becomes part of the background 
sometimes and maybe we take it for granted.”

The annual free Ghost Walk will be on Sept. 
14. Be sure to pick up the Polk County Itemiz-
er-Observer or visit us online at polkio.com for 
details of this revived festival as it gets closer to 
the event.

IDA needs volunteers 
for the Hop and 

Heritage Block Party, 
not only on the day, but 

to get prepared.
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Call today for a complimentary digital consultation.
Margaux 503-623-2373, ext.110
Erin 503-623-2373, ext. 118
Stacey 503-623-2372, ext. 121
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Tis the season
SANTA TURNS ON LIGHTS IN EACH POLK COUNTY TOWN

T
he beginning of December kicks off 
the Christmas season in Polk County, 
with events in every city. Here is what 
is happening when Santa comes to 
town:

DALLAS 
Winterfest officially begins at 5 p.m. on Dec. 

7, with retail and food vendors, cookies, cocoa 
and Christmas music. 

When Santa arrives a little after 6, he will have 
tree lighting responsibilities, in addition to hear-
ing the wishes of the good little boys and girls. 

St. Nick will still light the sequoia on the Polk 
County Courthouse lawn and then find his seat 
of honor to listen to Christmas wishes and take 
photos with local families. 

This year, the event well add a Christmas 
carol sing-along to get everyone in the holiday 
spirit.

While Santa arriving via fire department 
escort is the most exciting part of the evening, 
the best part of Winterfest is the time Santa 
spends with children after the tree lighting. 

MONMOUTH 
The festivities that ring in the season start in 

Monmouth at 6 p.m. on Nov. 30 — all centered 
around the campus of Western Oregon Univer-
sity, celebrating its 51st annual tree lighting.

At 6, the holiday parade marches through 
downtown Monmouth and onto campus. The 
parade includes lighted entries from campus 
groups, as well as Polk County Fire District No. 
1. Santa Claus rides a brightly lit fire engine to 
the Werner University Center, where he will be 
available for photos with Mrs. Claus throughout 
the evening.

The entire campus will go dark before the 
131-year-old sequoia tree will come alive with 

“It’s a time to bring the 
community together and 

celebrate the season.”
Jennifer Drill

Coordinator, Falls City Christmas Tree Lighting
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lights in dramatic fashion, and then people can 
make their way to the Werner Center or down to 
the Historic Gentle House.

The Werner Center will be bustling with activi-
ties, from music to crafts for the whole family.

Perhaps the most fun is the annual cookie 
bakeoff, where students, staff and faculty 
submit their best cookies, and the public gets to 
be the judge. Before you leave campus, make 
your way to Gentle House for the annual Wine, 
Warmth and Music, starting at 7 p.m.
For more information: wou.edu.

INDEPENDENCE

The Independence Downtown Association 
and Portland & Western Railroad will bring 
Santa Claus to Independence Cinema by train 
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Dec. 1. The annual tradition 
brings a chance for families to get pictures with 
the Big Man himself, who has toys for youths 
ready to hand out. Various booths will be set up 
in the cinema’s parking lot with people to teach 
children about railroad safety to people helping 
write letters to Santa.

Later, the 15th annual Parade of Lights will 
make its way around downtown. Last year, IDA 
changed the parade route to stay in the down-
town area, looping down Osprey Lane and back 
up Main Street, gathering in Riverview Park. The 
parade officially starts its trek to Main Street at 
5 p.m.

Afterward, all are welcome to an open house 
at a location to be determined for hot cider, hot 
chocolate, and cookies — made by volunteers.

At the open house, parade participants will 
be awarded the President’s Choice, Best Use of 
Lights, Best Commercial Entry, and Best Group/
Organization Entry.

FALLS CITY 
Now in its seventh year, the Christmas tree 

lighting in Falls City has become a holiday 
tradition. 

The gathering to celebrate a tree lighting in 
the parking lot next to Mountain Gospel Fellow-
ship Church, 257 N. Main St. See future issues of 
the Itemizer-Observer for details on time and 
date.

Coordinator Jennifer Drill said the lighting will 
be a festive, but simple occasion, with hot choc-
olate, cider and desserts, and Christmas music 
to provide holiday spirit.

“It’s a time to bring the community together 
and celebrate the season and our community.”

Perhaps the most fun 
is the annual cookie 

bakeoff.

festiva
ls
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DALLAS --------------------------------------------------------------------

Calvary Chapel Dallas—Currently meeting for worship and
verse by verse Bible teaching at 628 SE Jefferson St. Worship
service begins at 10 a.m. on Sunday. Sunday school is avail-
able from youth ministry and below to nursery. Wednesday
evening worship and bible study starting at 6:30 pm. Come join
us for a relaxed study around a cup of coffee or drink. Men’s
prayer is Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Women’s Bible studies are
scheduled also, call for times. The Pastor/Teacher is Larry King.
Come join us and be a part of God's family here in Dallas.
Check out our website at www.calvarydallasor.com or call 503-
831-1074. 
Dallas Foursquare Church - Located at 976 SW Hayter St., on
the corner of Washington and Hayter. Worship Gatherings:
Sundays at 10:00 a.m., Youth Home Groups: Sunday evenings
from 6-8:00 p.m. Please call for locations. We are a multi-gen-
erational church with a heart for our community. Our mission is
to Love God and Love People to Extend His Kingdom. Pastor:
Darrin Hausler. For more info call us at 503-623-8277 or visit us
online at dallasfour.com. 
Dallas Presbyterian Church—Invites you: Warm, spirit-filled
fellowship with traditional Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., engaging
discussion study groups, prayer "chain" and a loving spirit--
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m., men's breakfasts Tuesdays at
7:00 a.m., women's groups, needle craft group and Indoor Play
Park (for children with accompanying parent). Sensitivity to
older adult accessibility and needs. 789 SW Levens, Dallas.
503-623-3397 dalpreschurch@gmail.com 
Evangelical Bible Church—1175 S.E. Howe, Dallas 503-623-
2331. Senior Pastor Jerry Franz, Visitation Pastor Allan Wiebe,
Youth Pastor Nathan Ensz. Sunday: Worship *8:00 a.m.; *10:45
a.m.; *6:00 p.m.; Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; High School Youth
Group 7:00 p.m.; Thursday: Jr. High Youth Group - 7:00 p.m.;
2nd & 4th Tuesday: MOPS *9:00 a.m.; Wednesday: AWANA -
6:30 p.m.; Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7:00 p.m.; Thursday:
Bible Studies *9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. (women); Group Bible
Study 2:00 p.m. *Nursery care provided. 
Faith Church—We are a multi-generational community
engaged in the mission of sharing God’s love and the Good
News of Jesus near and far.  We invite you to join us this
Sunday for our 10:30 a.m. worship gathering.  We are located
at 2290 E. Ellendale Avenue.  For more information, call us at
(503) 623-8034, email us at info@faithfreechurch.org, check
out our website www.faithfreechurch.org, or follow us on social
media @FaithEFCDallas.
First Baptist Church—245 SW Church St., Dallas, 503-623-
5189; Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 3-5 p.m.,
Wednesday 3-7 p.m.  Pastor Rick Bratton.  Sunday School 9:30
a.m., Worship 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study 6-7:00 p.m.
Everyone Welcome! 

First Christian Church—Joyfully Worshiping and Serving. We are
located at 1079 SE Jefferson St. Dallas, Pastor Darren Anderson.
Sunday begins with “Live Wire Worship” with Praise Team at 8:30
a.m., Sunday School for all ages is at 9:30, and Morning Worship is
at 10:30 a.m. with nursery provided at all services. Men’s Bible
Study meets Thursday morning at 8:30 a.m.; Christian Women’s
Fellowship meets the second Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
(Sept. – June). Please call the church office at 503-623-2569, for
more information on other meetings and events or check our web-
site at www.dallas1stchristianchurch.wordpress.com. 
Grace Community Church—598 E Ellendale Ave. Dallas, 503-
623-4961. Lead Pastor- Dave Bertolini, Sunday Worship: 1st
Worship Gathering- 9:00 a.m., with Youth & Adult Sunday School
running concurrently. 2nd Worship Gathering- 10:45 a.m.
Programs for children ages 0-5th grade provided during both
services. Saturday Night Worship Gathering at 6:00 p.m. year
round-all are welcome!  *Summer Schedule June 17-Sept 2,
Youth & Adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
Gathering at 10:45 a.m. with children ages 0-5th grade provided.
Visit our website at:www.graceindallas.org for office hours, ser-
mon downloads, event information and more!
Living Word Faith Fellowship—830 SE Shelton St., Dallas, 503-
623-9062. Pastor Joan Siewert. Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday Service 10:00
a.m., Nursery Provided. Men’s Fellowship second Saturday of
month breakfast at 8:00 a.m. at Murphy’s Restaurant, Dallas.
Ladies second Saturday of the month at 11:30 call for location.
Pastor Michael Van Dyke in charge of men’s fellowship. Call for
additional information. 
Salt Creek Baptist Church—15075 Salt Creek Road, Dallas,
503-623-2976. Lead Pastor David Curtis. Associate Pastor Vince
Rediger. Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning Worship
10:50 a.m. Nursery provided for worship services. Classes for all
ages. High School Students meet at 7:00 pm on Tuesday and
Middle School Students meet at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Please
call for information about other meetings or visit our website at
www.saltcreekchurch.org. 
St. Philip Catholic Church—825 SW Mill St., Dallas, 503-623-
2440. Weekday Mass 12:15 p.m., Saturday Vigil, 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday Masses, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church—1486 SW Levens St., Dallas
at the corner of Levens & Cherry. Worship with Holy Eucharist
at 10:00 a.m. Father Fred Heard, Vicar. We have a longstand-
ing tradition of friendly hospitality toward all people regardless
of race or ethnicity, marital status, disability or socio-economic
status. We are a “Believe Out Loud” church welcoming and
affirming individuals who are LGBTQ. Email: stthomasdalla-
sor@gmail.com/www.stthomasdallasor.org. 503-623-8522. St.
Thomas WELCOMES YOU! 

Polk County Church Directory



www.polkio.com Explore Polk County 2018 113

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—1401 SW
13th Street, Dallas. Visitors are welcome to attend any of the
three wards Sundays. Oakdale Ward, Bishop Roger Shinkle:
503-269-9634. Sacrament meeting 9 a.m.; Cooper Hollow
Ward, Bishop Scott Short: 503-932-6462. Sacrament meeting
11 a.m.; Perrydale Ward, Bishop William Fullmer: 503-930-
5109. Sacrament meeting 1 p.m. Youth Groups all meet
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Missionaries are available for in-home
teaching: 503-917-1847 or 541-441-3598 or 503-857-8828.
Please visit our website at mormon.org Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Missionaries available for in-home teaching: 503-917-1847 or
503-857-8828 or 503-441-3598, Visit our website at
mormon.org and visit our website to volunteer in the communi-
ties throughout Polk 'County at JustServe.org. 
Trinity Lutheran Church—320 SE Fir Villa Rd, Dallas, 503-
623-2233. Interim Pastor – Kristi Kreamer.  Adult Sunday
School 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:00 a.m.; Kids Church dur-
ing 10:00 a.m. Worship. Youth Group HS/MS 11:30 a.m.
Sundays.  Free Medical Clinic 1st & 4th Saturday of each
month. www.dallastlc.org. Catch us on Facebook. 
United Methodist Church—A church with Open Hearts, Open
Minds & Open Doors. 565 SE LaCreole Dr., Dallas, 503-623-
2481. Pastor-Rev. Quinton Kimbrow. Worship Service 11:00
a.m. Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (Summer Worship Service at
10:00 a.m. from June 10-Sept. 2– No Sunday school.) All are
welcome! Email dallasumc@qwestoffice.net Website:
www.sites.umcdallas.com 
Valley Life Center (Assemblies of God)—1795 SE Miller Ave.,
Dallas, 503-623-4116. Pastor Chris Baker, Associate Pastor Ted
Gibson, Youth/College: Kirk and Mateasa Bathke, Children:
Crystal Barker, Sunday Morning Service 10:30 am, Wednesday
Family Night 6:30 pm. Please call for more information or visit
our website at www.valleylifecenter.com 

INDEPENDENCE --------------------------------------------------------
Cornerstone Church of God—4395 Independence
Hwy,Independence, 503-838-5119, Sunday: Service and
Children’s Church 9:30 a.m. Wednesday: Kids Klubs 6:30 p.m.
during school year Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 p.m. See us on
Facebook. Watch service live at: website www.ccogi.org 
First Baptist Church—A warm, friendly church that cares
about you! Located at 1505 Monmouth St., Independence
(across from Central High School); (503) 838-1001. Senior
Pastor Michael Parks. Sundays: Worship Service and
Children's Ministry at 11 am Wednesdays: AWANA 7 pm (during
the school year).Thursdays: Youth Group 6:15pm. First Baptist
Church has small groups and Bible Studies throughout the
week. Check us out at www.independencefirstbaptist.com 
Life Center Foursquare Church—437 D Street,
Independence, OR. Phone: 503-838-6507. Pastor Larry
Gratreak. Worship Service and Sunday School starts at 10:30
a.m. Various studies, Prayer Groups, and Home Fellowships
available throughout the week. Call for more information. You
are welcome! Find us on Facebook. 
St. Patrick Catholic Church—1275 E. St., Independence, 503-
838-1242. Father Francisco Bringuela. Saturday Masses: 5pm
English Vigil & 7pm Spanish. Sunday Masses: 9am English &
11:30am Spanish. Daily Masses: Monday 9:30am Communion
Service. 9am Tuesday and Thursday Spanish, Wednesday and

Friday English. Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30pm-
4:30pm or by appointment. Faith Formation: Monday 6:45pm-
8:15pm Middle & High School. Tue: 6:45pm-8:15pm. Grades 1-
4. Youth Group Thur. 6:30pm. WOU Campus Ministry: Mass
Sunday 5pm at 315 Knox St., Monmouth. Tuesday 7pm
Fellowship. 

MONMOUTH --------------------------------------------------------------
Ash Creek Bible Church—1483 N. 16th St., Monmouth, 503-
838-0241. Located at corner of 16th and Hoffman Rd.
Pastor/Teacher is Doug Burch. Sunday Worship 10:45am.
Family AWANA. A conservative Baptist church. Our goal is to
glorify God by growing together in Christ’s likeness.
www.ashcreekbible.wordpress.com 
Christ’s Church Methodist and Presbyterian United—412
Clay St. W., Monmouth. 503-838-1724. Our ecumenical and
inclusive Christian community welcomes you to the work and
worship of Christ’s Church! We worship at 11:00 a.m. on
Sundays with childcare provided. Our focus is on compassion-
ate mission to those who are struggling and seeking in our
neighborhood (including the western Oregon University
Campus) and in the world. We have welcoming vocal and bell
choirs, bible and book studies, vacation bible school, and sig-
nificant mission projects throughout the year. Please join us, no
experience required. 
Christ the King Christian Church—Meets Saturday Night at
Monmouth Christian Church, 7 p.m. The Church is located at
959 Church St. W., Monmouth. Christ the King Church is a con-
servative, contemporary, charismatic Bible Church. At Christ the
King we learn: How to apply the Bible to daily living, how to
please God, and how to be a blessing to all people. Come and
join us as we learn and grow together. Everyone is welcome.
Wally Wildman, Senior Pastor. For more information call 503-
623-2262. www.ctkmonmouth.com 
Faith Lutheran Church—200 Monmouth-Independence Hwy
(the church with the lighted cross on the “S” curve), Monmouth,
503-838-3459. Find Christ-centered Hope, Teaching,
Fellowship, Service and Music with us! Divine Service of Holy
Communion and Bible Study Sunday mornings. Summer sched-
ule begins June 18 (Adult Bible Study 8:15; Service 9:30).
Winter schedule begins September 10 (Youth and Adult Bible
Study 9:00; Service 10:30). Pastor Dallas C. R. Dubke. Email
faithlutheranmon@aol.com, Website www.faithlutheranmon-
mouth. 
Praise Assembly—189 Monmouth Ave. S. We are part of a
family of churches with locations in McMinnville, Willamina, and
Mitchell, Oregon. Our English worship gathering is 11am on
Sundays, followed by a Spanish service at 2pm. Nursery, kid's
church, and youth group are available during the Sunday serv-
ices. Other ministries include: Celebrate Recovery (Tues.,
7pm), college group (Wed., 7pm), and Spanish Bible study
(Thurs., 7pm) as well as two group living houses near WOU.
Questions? Please check our website, www.praiseonline.net, or
call us at 503-837-0300. 
St. Hilda’s Episcopal Church—245 Main St. W., Monmouth.
Phone 503-838-6087. Join us on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for
Eucharist or Morning Prayer. Coffee hour following service.
Wednesday Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. Member of the Community
of Welcoming Congregations.
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904 Main St, Dallas, OR 97338 | latitudeonedallas.com | 503.831.1588

Enjoy exquisite seafood, small plates, pastas and steaks all paired with local wine and spirits.

We host social gatherings, private parties, themed dinners & community minded events. 
Get a Passport, and begin collecting stamps towards becoming a TimeTraveler. 

LO TimeTravelers receive gifts and win prizes that turn every Latitude One visit 
into an amazing adventure of epic consequence.
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New Dallas Office in 
Ellendale Plaza:

289 E. Ellendale #603
Same great real estate 
service to Polk County!

Each office is independantly
owned and operated. 

BIG News...
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